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2026 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
HOMILY TALKING POINTS*

· Emphasize the theme for this year’s campaign— One Body in Christ

· Tie the message of the Appeal in with the Gospel readings:

· Sunday, October 4, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Gospel:  Matthew 21: 33-43 – The parable of the tenants reminds us that all we have ultimately belongs to God and that we are entrusted with the responsibility of caring for His gifts and returning them for the good of others. This is at the heart of the Catholic Services Appeal and this year’s theme, “One Body in Christ.” God has entrusted each of us with gifts, talents and resources—not simply for ourselves, but for the building up of His Church and the service of others. When we give to the CSA, we recognize that we are stewards rather than owners, and we choose to put what God has entrusted to us to work for the good of the entire Body of Christ. Our generosity helps ensure that the Church's mission continues to bear fruit—not only in our own parish, but throughout the Archdiocese and for generations to come.
1. Everything We Have Is Entrusted to Us
The landowner gives the tenants something that ultimately belongs to him.
· Our time, talents and financial resources are gifts from God. 
· We are stewards, not owners, of what God has placed in our hands. 
· Generosity begins with recognizing that everything we have comes from God. 
· The CSA gives us an opportunity to prayerfully ask: "What is God asking me to do with what I have been given?" 
Pastor's message:
"The question isn't simply how much I have. The question is how faithfully I am using what God has entrusted to me."

2. God Entrusts Us With a Share in His Work
The tenants are given responsibility for producing fruit from what has been entrusted to them.
· God invites us to participate in His work rather than simply watch from the sidelines. 
· Every Catholic has a role in strengthening their parish and the larger Church. 
· The CSA provides an opportunity to support ministries that serve people beyond the boundaries of our own parish. 
· Seminarian education, Catholic education, Catholic Charities, youth ministry, faith formation and other ministries are ways the Church bears fruit throughout the Archdiocese. 


Pastor's message:
"We may not personally participate in every ministry supported by the CSA, but we can help make that ministry possible."

3. We Are Responsible for the Good of the Whole Body
The vineyard belongs to the landowner—not to the individual tenants.
· Our parish is important, but our parish is part of something larger. 
· We are connected to all other parishes and Catholic communities throughout the Archdiocese. 
· A strong parish contributes to the strength of the broader Church. 
· Likewise, the broader Church provides resources, ministries and support that strengthen individual parishes. 
· "One Body in Christ" reminds us that another parish's needs are not entirely separate from our own. 
Pastor's message:
"When we support the Catholic Services Appeal, we are saying, 'I care about the Church beyond my own parish because those Catholics are my brothers and sisters in Christ.'"

4. God Calls Us to Bear Fruit From What We Have Been Given
The landowner expects the vineyard to produce fruit.
· Christian generosity is not simply about giving more; it is about bearing fruit with what God has given us. 
· A gift to the CSA becomes part of something much larger than the individual donation. 
· Our collective generosity helps form priests and deacons, educate children, accompany families, serve those in need and strengthen Catholic life throughout Central Kentucky. 
· Every gift—large or small—is an opportunity to make our faith tangible. 
· Ultimately, we want our generosity to leave the Church stronger for those who will come after us. 
Pastor's message:
"God has entrusted this vineyard to us for a time. What fruit will we leave behind?"



· Sunday, October 11, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Gospel:  Matthew 22: 1-14 –   In the Parable of the Wedding Feast, Jesus describes a king who prepares a great banquet and invites many people to share in it. Some ignore the invitation, while others accept it and come to the feast. The story reminds us that God's invitation is generous and that He continually calls us to participate in something greater than ourselves. The Catholic Services Appeal is, in a small but meaningful way, another invitation: an invitation to participate in the mission of the Church and to share in the work Christ has entrusted to us. When we respond with generosity, we recognize that we have been invited not simply to receive God's blessings, but to become part of His work in the world. "One Body in Christ" reminds us that this invitation is not given to a select few. We are all invited, and each of us has something to contribute. Our gifts, joined with those of Catholics throughout the Archdiocese, help prepare a place at the table for others—through Catholic education and faith formation, seminarian education, Catholic Charities, youth ministry, pastoral care and so many other ministries. The question is not simply whether we have been invited; it is how we will respond to the invitation.

1. God's Invitation Is Meant for Everyone
The king sends his servants to invite people to the wedding feast.
· God's love and invitation are not reserved for a select few. 
· The Church is called to welcome people from every walk of life. 
· The CSA supports ministries that help the Church extend that invitation to others. 
· Catholic Charities, youth ministry, faith formation, marriage preparation and evangelization all help people encounter Christ and find their place in His Church. 
· Our generosity helps make the Church a place where people can hear and respond to God's invitation. 
Pastor's message:
"The Catholic Church is always inviting people to the table. Our generosity helps make sure there is room for them."

2. We Have to Respond to the Invitation
Some of those invited simply ignore the invitation.
· Being invited is not the same as accepting the invitation. 
· Faith calls for a response. 
· Generosity is one way we respond to God's goodness in our lives. 



· The CSA isn't simply an annual request for money; it is an opportunity to ask ourselves how we will participate in the mission of the Church. 
· Each person can respond according to his or her circumstances. 
Pastor's message:
"The question isn't whether God has given us an invitation. He has. The question is how we will respond."

3. We Don't Come to the Feast Alone
The wedding feast brings many different people together around one table.
· The image of a banquet is a beautiful picture of the Church. 
· We come from different parishes, neighborhoods, backgrounds and circumstances, but we gather around the same table with the Lord. 
· The CSA gives us an opportunity to think beyond the needs of our individual parish. 
· Our gifts join with thousands of others to support the mission of the Church throughout the Archdiocese. 
· One Body in Christ means that we celebrate together, serve together and share responsibility for one another. 
Pastor's message:
"When we give to the CSA, we are helping prepare the table not just for our own parish, but for our brothers and sisters throughout the Archdiocese."

4. We Are Invited to Come Prepared to Participate
The parable's wedding garment reminds us that accepting the invitation involves more than simply showing up.
· Our faith is not passive; it calls us to action. 
· We are called to bring our gifts, talents and resources to the life of the Church. 
· Generosity is one tangible way we "put on" our faith and make it visible. 
· Our gifts help the Church fulfill its mission today while preparing for the generations who will come after us. 
Pastor's message:
"God has invited us to the feast. He asks us not merely to attend, but to participate—to bring our gifts and help prepare the table for others."





· Point to yourself and remind parishioners that without the Catholic Services Appeal, we would not have our priests!  Funding for seminarian education is provided by the CSA.  We are blessed to have a significant increase in the number of seminarians this year!  How wonderful!  However, this will require a budget of approximately $1,979,000 million dollars!  We must have your help to make this possible.  Do any of the retired priests ever help at your parish when there is a need?  CSA provides funding for our retired priests, many of whom remain busy assisting where needed.

· Most of us cannot drop everything and volunteer full time for the Church, nor are we qualified to provide services such as prison ministry, sacramental preparation, marriage counseling, catechist certification, and many more.  But we can, through our financial contributions, support the work of the Church in areas such as these.  The Catholic Services Appeal is a way that we, as a parish, can get our individual “fingerprints” on these specific ministries that are not feasible at the parish level, but that we support and from which we benefit!  Even small faith can move the Church forward.  Faith grows when it is lived.  Together, we place our trust in what God can do through us.
  
· Without funding from the Catholic Services Appeal, the Catholic mission parishes in southern Kentucky in largely Protestant areas, would not be able to sustain their parish and ministries.  We are part of the Body of Christ, which extends beyond our own parish to the larger community, throughout the Archdiocese.

· The annual Catholic Services Appeal provides a way to show our love of God and neighbor, participating in the good works of the Church by financially supporting Archdiocesan programs and services that serve our parish and other parishes as well.  A number of Archdiocesan ministries have a direct impact on us here at this parish.   (Mention some of the programs/services your parish receives, such as faith formation, youth ministry, tribunal assistance, lay ministry training, safe environment training, marriage preparation, etc.)

· As Catholics, we set aside a portion of our income every year to carry out the work of God in our community and to care for those in need. This is a once-per-year appeal from the Archbishop to serve the needs of everyone in the Archdiocese.  All gifts (large and small) come together to make a significant impact!  
· “Gratitude always returns to God.”
· “The thankful heart becomes a generous heart.”
· “Our response to God’s blessings becomes hope for others.”

· I invite you to prayerfully consider your participation in this year’s Catholic Services Appeal.  Together, as One Body in Christ, we can continue moving forward in faith and bringing the love of Christ to others throughout our local Church.

*Compiled by the Archdiocese of Louisville Catholic Services Appeal Pastor Committee – 2026
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