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2026 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
HOMILY TALKING POINTS*

· Emphasize the theme for this year’s campaign— One Body in Christ

· Tie the message of the Appeal in with the Gospel readings:
· Sunday, October 4, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Gospel:  Gospel of Luke 17:5 – 10 – The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”  This Gospel is fundamentally about faithful discipleship, trust, and humble service – perfect themes for Moving Forward in Faith.  Jesus reminds the disciples that even faith the size of a mustard seed can accomplish remarkable things.  The Catholic Services Appeal is not about equal gifts; it is about faithful response.

1) “Increase Our Faith”
· The disciples ask Jesus for greater faith because they know discipleship is difficult.
· Our Church today still prays that same prayer.
· The Appeal is one practical way we exercise faith together as One Body in Christ
· Faith grows when it is practiced.  Generosity is one of the ways disciples grow spiritually.
2) “Small Acts Become Great in God’s Hands.”
· Jesus emphasizes the power of even small faith.
· Parishioners may think their contribution is insignificant, but God multiplies what is offered in love.
· The Church moves forward not because a few do everything, but because many offer something.
3) “Humble Service”
· The second part of the Gospel speaks about servants simply doing what they are called to do.
· Stewardship is not about recognition; it is about discipleship.
· Supporting the mission of the Church is part of living our baptismal call.
· We do not support the Church because we seek praise, we do it because we belong to Christ and to one another.
4)	“One Body in Christ”
· The Appeal unites parishes, ministries, and families across the archdiocese.
· No single parish can do everything alone.
· Together, the Body of Christ accomplishes far more than any one community could.
· The Catholic Services Appeal is one of the ways we live as One Body in Christ instead of isolated parishes.
· Sunday, October 11, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Gospel:  Gospel of Luke 17:11 – 19 – The healing of the ten lepers – only one returns to give thanks.  The Gospel centers on gratitude, healing, and recognizing God’s blessings – powerful stewardship themes.  The Catholic Services Appeal flows from gratitude:
1) Gratitude for faith, 
2) Gratitude for the Church,
3) Gratitude for the people who formed us,
4) Gratitude for God’s blessings.

· 



1) Gratitude Changed Us 
· Ten were healed; only one returned.
· Jesus notices gratitude.
· Stewardship begins with recognizing that everything is a gift.
· The question is not simply what we give to God, but whether we recognize how much God has already given to us.
2) Gratitude Leads to Action
· The grateful leper does not merely feel thankful – he returns to Jesus.
· Christian gratitude is active, not passive.
· Supporting the mission of the Church is one response to God’s goodness.
· Grateful disciples naturally become generous disciples.
3) The Church Continues Christ’s Healing Mission
· Connect the Gospel healing to ministries funded through the Appeal:	
· Counseling and outreach,
· Catholic Charities,
· Priestly ministry,
· Faith Formation,
· Care for the vulnerable,
· Ministries of accompaniment and hope.
· Christ still heals through His Church – often through ministries supported by faithful people like you.
4) Moving Forward in Faith Together
· The healed man returns to Jesus and moves forward transformed.
· The Church also moves forward through faith-filled generosity.
· The Appeal allows the local Church to continue bringing healing and hope.



· Point to yourself and remind parishioners that without the Catholic Services Appeal, we would not have our priests!  Funding for seminarian education is provided by the CSA.  We are blessed to have a significant increase in the number of seminarians this year!  How wonderful!  However, this will require a budget of approximately $1,979,000 million dollars!  We must have your help to make this possible.  Do any of the retired priests ever help at your parish when there is a need?  CSA provides funding for our retired priests, many of whom remain busy assisting where needed.

· Most of us cannot drop everything and volunteer full time for the Church, nor are we qualified to provide services such as prison ministry, sacramental preparation, marriage counseling, catechist certification, and many more.  But we can, through our financial contributions, support the work of the Church in areas such as these.  The Catholic Services Appeal is a way that we, as a parish, can get our individual “fingerprints” on these specific ministries that are not feasible at the parish level, but that we support and from which we benefit!  Even small faith can move the Church forward.  Faith grows when it is lived.  Together, we place our trust in what God can do through us.
  
· Without funding from the Catholic Services Appeal, the Catholic mission parishes in southern Kentucky in largely Protestant areas, would not be able to sustain their parish and ministries.  We are part of the Body of Christ, which extends beyond our own parish to the larger community, throughout the Archdiocese.

· The annual Catholic Services Appeal provides a way to show our love of God and neighbor, participating in the good works of the Church by financially supporting Archdiocesan programs and services that serve our parish and other parishes as well.  A number of Archdiocesan ministries have a direct impact on us here at this parish.   (Mention some of the programs/services your parish receives, such as faith formation, youth ministry, tribunal assistance, lay ministry training, safe environment training, marriage preparation, etc.)

· As Catholics, we set aside a portion of our income every year to carry out the work of God in our community and to care for those in need. This is a once-per-year appeal from the Archbishop to serve the needs of everyone in the Archdiocese.  All gifts (large and small) come together to make a significant impact!  
· “Gratitude always returns to God.”
· “The thankful heart becomes a generous heart.”
· “Our response to God’s blessings becomes hope for others.”

· I invite you to prayerfully consider your participation in this year’s Catholic Services Appeal.  Together, as One Body in Christ, we can continue moving forward in faith and bringing the love of Christ to others throughout our local Church.

*Compiled by the Archdiocese of Louisville Catholic Services Appeal Pastor Committee – 2026
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