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STEWARDSHIP BULLETIN REFLECTIONS

CYCLE A – 2025 - 2026
(USCCB Lectionary and New American Bible)

Based on reflections prepared by Reverend Thomas Gentile and

the Archdiocese of Louisville Office of Mission Advancement
First Sunday of Advent (November 30, 2025)

“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on which day your Lord will come.”  Matthew 24:42

One of the key themes of the advent season is readiness. If God were to ask at this moment, could you provide an accounting of how you have used the personal and financial gifts that God has entrusted to you?
Second Sunday of Advent (December 7, 2025)
“Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God.”  Romans 15:7

A key element of stewardship and evangelization is a welcoming environment. Do we take time to smile and greet the people we sit with at Mass each Sunday, that we see as we walk in, that we pass as we leave?

Third Sunday of Advent (December 14, 2025)
“You too must be patient.  Make you hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand.” James 5:8

Patience is another one of those things many of us struggle with.  We want things to go according to our plan and our schedule; we like things to be convenient.  Any change brings anxiety and fear.  Through daily prayer God reveals to us what He wants us to do with the gifts He has given us.  We are able to better align ourselves with God’s will and His plan, which is far better than anything we can come up with on our own.  

 Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 21, 2025)
“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home.”  Matthew 1:24

Putting our complete trust in the Lord without expecting anything in return.  Striving to put God first in all things and follow Him wherever He may lead us.  Joseph was a model of these pillars of our faith.  As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for the strength and courage to be a model of discipleship, just as Joseph was.

Feast of the Holy Family (December 28, 2025)
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…”   Colossians 3:16
God made us to be in relationship with Him.  He loves each of us individually.  Through sin, our relationship with God is broken.  He gave us Jesus to restore our relationship.  Being a disciple of Jesus we are given the model to obtain eternal life in Heaven.  Christmas isn’t about the material gifts we receive; it’s about the love that God, Our Father, gave us by giving us His Son, Jesus – the best gift we could ever receive.

The Epiphany of the Lord (January 4, 2026)
“….They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11

The wise men spent their lives seeking God and when they finally found Him they opened their coffers in generosity. Stewardship is much easier when we seek God first in our lives.

The Baptism of the Lord (January 11, 2026)
“And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  Matthew 3:17
Each one of us must be convinced that our contribution to this world makes a difference. “A different world cannot be built by indifferent people.” (P. Marshall)

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (January 18, 2026)
“I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”   Isaiah 49:6
The kingdom of heaven not only awaits us in the future, but is also already present. Our stewardship helps build the kingdom in the here and now. Whenever we share our time, talent, and treasure, we help bring this kingdom into existence.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (January 25, 2026)
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”    Matthew 4:17

Pride and ego are the root causes of most of our sins.  Thinking your time is so valuable or your talent is better than anyone else or your money gives you status is another way of making those things “gods” before God.  Remember, all that we have and all that we are is a gift from God.  We should be humbled by God’s incredible generosity and be grateful for all we have been given. Ultimately, gratitude leads us to humility.  

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 1, 2026)
"God chose the weak of the world to shame the strong.... so that no human being might boast before God." I Corinthians 1:28-29

Stewardship entails our hidden as well as our obvious talents. God works through us not only in our assets, but also in our weaknesses. Consider volunteering your time & talent for something you have never tried before.

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time (February 8, 2026)
"Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father."  Matthew 5:16

Our actions as stewards should be designed to bring about good in our world and never be designed to bring us personal attention. Instead, our actions should serve as witness to the love and glory of God.
Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time (February 15, 2026)
"Yet we do speak a wisdom to those who are mature, but not a wisdom of this age..."  1Corinthians 2:6

The stewardship lifestyle calls for a mature form of understanding that is often at odds with the culture of today. Stewardship explains that all we are and have is gift from God. Modern culture often emphasizes materialism, consumerism, and the importance of self.
First Sunday of Lent (February 22, 2026)
“At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was hungry.”  Matthew 4:1-2

By fasting, Jesus emptied Himself of worldly concerns and the temptations they bring. We encounter temptations on a daily basis. By emptying ourselves of worldly concerns, we are able to see the simple gifts God places around us and find them fulfilling beyond any material desires.
Second Sunday of Lent (March 1, 2026)
“The Lord said to Abram.... 'I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”  Genesis 12:1-2

In Baptism, God says the same thing to each of us. Stewardship is our response to our baptismal call. The stewardship lifestyle can unlock our full potential.
Third Sunday of Lent (March 8, 2026)
“The Lord answered Moses....‘I will be standing there in front of you on the rock in Horeb. Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it, for the people to drink.’”  Exodus 17:5-6

God’s gifts to us are often disguised. The rock appears to be an obstacle, but God turns the rock into life-giving water for the people of Israel. Do we trust that God will turn the obstacles in our lives into life-giving opportunities?
Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 15, 2026)
“…. Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the LORD looks into the heart.".”  1 Samuel 16:7

Stewardship is a matter of the heart. As the comedian Bob Hope once said: “If you haven't got charity in your heart, you have the worst kind of heart trouble.”

Fifth Sunday of Lent (March 22, 2026)
“If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit dwelling in you.” Romans 8:11

The Spirit of God gives us life to prepare us for a life of service and generosity to others. We are raised from the dead when we are converted from a life of selfishness and indifference.
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (March 29, 2026)
“While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’”  Matthew 26:26

Vatican II says of the Eucharist, “if this celebration is to be sincere, it must lead to various works of charity and mutual help, as well as to missionary activity and to different forms of Christian witness.” The Eucharist does not end at Mass.
Easter Sunday (April 5, 2026)
“This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.”  Acts 10:40-41

The first disciples were people who witnessed the risen Christ in the flesh. The author of Acts emphasizes that they ate and drank with the risen Christ. How we take care of each other "in this life" is an important part of our spiritual life. Stewardship is not about having pious thoughts, but about making life better for others in the flesh.
Second Sunday of Easter (April 12, 2026)

“All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property and possessions and divide them all according to each one's need.”  Acts 2:44-45

The early church practiced the purest form of stewardship. Their generosity was a realization that all they had belonged to God and it was entrusted to them for the sake of others.
Third Sunday of Easter (April 19, 2026)
“If you invoke as Father Him who judges impartially according to each one’s works, conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of your sojourning.”  1 Peter 1:17

From the stewardship perspective, our consumer society is in need of an exile in a strange land. Stewardship calls us to resist the "me first" values glamorized by our society.

Fourth Sunday of Easter (April 26, 2026)
“…. I came so that they may have life and have it more abundantly.”  John: 10:10

An abundant life comes not from gathering or hoarding possessions but in giving of ourselves.
Fifth Sunday of Easter (May 3, 2026)
“…. the one who believes in me will do the works that I do, and in fact will do greater ones than these…“  John 14:12

Stewardship is a faith response. The good works we perform are the result of our faith, not the cause of our faith. Stewardship flows from a genuine faith conversion.
Sixth Sunday of Easter (May 10, 2026)
“…. sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.”  1 Peter 3:15

Actions speak louder than words. Let your stewardship be your reply. Stewardship involves a change of heart, embodied not just in a single action, nor even a series of actions, but in a way of living. 

The Ascension of the Lord (May 17, 2026)
"Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said. . . 'I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do."   John 17:4

Christ fulfilled his vocation by finishing the work God gave him. An important part of our stewardship is the discernment of our role in God’s plan. Stewardship is about fulfilling the unique tasks that God has given to each of us.
Pentecost Sunday (May 24, 2026)

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different works but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.”  1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Each of us has been given unique talents to share with others. Time and treasure are similar for everyone – they only differ in amounts. The gifts of our talents are the most personal aspect of our stewardship. 
The Most Holy Trinity (May 31, 2026)
“The Lord, the Lord, a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”  Exodus 34:6

Stewardship is a response to the goodness of God. We give out of gratitude to a gracious God, not out of fear that God will be vengeful.
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) (June 7, 2026)
“Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.”  1 Corinthians 10:17

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops teaches us (in their pastoral letter on stewardship) that the Eucharistic celebration should lead to works of charity and mutual help. The heart of stewardship is this “Eucharistic stewardship.”
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 14, 2026)
"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers for the harvesting." Matthew 9:37-38

A steward is not a spectator. We are not called to simply cheer on other people as they do good works. All of us are expected to roll up our sleeves and participate in the work of the church.

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 21, 2026)
"Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever does not acknowledge me before others I will not acknowledge before my heavenly Father."  Matthew 10: 32-33. 

Acknowledgment of God is recognition of what God has done for us. To fail to recognize that all we have and are is His gift is not to recognize Him.
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 28, 2026)
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”  Matthew 10:37

We all have loved ones in our lives; people who we cannot imagine being without. Each of those loved ones is a gift from a loving God. We must not however place these special people at a level above God Himself. God is to be our center-most point from which all blessings radiate.
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 5, 2026)
"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light..." Matthew 11:28-29

Generosity is not a burden, but a liberating experience. It liberates because the generous person is walking in the yoke with Christ sharing gifts and challenges.
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 12, 2026)
"For as the rain and snow come down from the heaven and do not return there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful... so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth. My word shall not return to me empty, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it."  Isaiah 55:10-11

Stewardship is what we do with our lives after we say, "I believe." The word of God is only fulfilled when we act on it. Does our faith bear fruit in our gifts of time, talent, and treasure?
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 19, 2026)
"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and sowed in a field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when fully grown it is the largest of plants."  

Matthew 13:31-32

You should never be discouraged by a seeming lack of resources. Your smallest gifts and acts of kindness joined with God can have a great impact.
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 26, 2026)
"The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field." Matthew 13:44

Many times we conceal treasure within ourselves. To what extent will we go to develop the treasure buried within us?
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 2, 2026)
"Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the fragments left over -- twelve wicker baskets full."   Matthew 14:19-20

If we follow Jesus, there will always be more than enough. The young man gave his 5 loaves and 2 fish, and with that Jesus was able to feed thousands with plenty left over.
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 9, 2026)
"After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and precede him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. After doing so, he went up to the mountain by himself to pray."  Matthew 14:22-23

The psychologist Carl Jung once said, "Busyness is not of the devil, busyness is the devil!" Stewardship is not about increasing our activities, but about establishing priorities in how we utilize our gifts. One of those priorities is prayer. Do we take time out to be alone with God?
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 16, 2026)
"Observe what is right, do what is just; for my salvation is about to come, my justice, about to be revealed.”  Isaiah 56: 1

A steward is keenly aware of the need for justice. It is the Lord’s justice practiced by a steward that delivers the poor.
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 23, 2026)
"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"   Matthew 16:13

The answers the disciples gave to Jesus’ question varied because they recognized some of the attributes of individual prophets in Jesus. Peter saw what the Messiah was supposed to be because Jesus reflected who He was. A steward reflects generosity and this is immediately recognizable to all that he meets.
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 30, 2026)
"Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect."  Romans 12:2

The bishops in their pastoral letter on stewardship warn us about conforming to the destructive "isms" at work in our culture -- materialism, individualism, and consumerism. Stewardship calls us to generously share what we have with others. Stewardship focuses on our dependence on God. This focus goes against our culture's focus on independence and individualism.

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 6, 2026)
"The commandments... are summed up in this saying, namely, 'You shall love your

neighbor as yourself.’"  Romans 13:9

The challenge of a steward is summed up in the simple question, "what have I done for my neighbor?"
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 13, 2026)
“None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”  Romans 14:7-8

The message is clear; we belong to God alone. All that a steward does is therefore done for the Lord. Whenever we assist others, we are God’s own messenger, bringing His presence to those we serve.

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 20, 2026)
“So when the first came they thought they would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner.... ‘My friend,’ he said, ‘I am doing you no wrong…. Are you envious because I am generous?’”  Matthew 20:9-15

As God's servants, the gifts we receive from God are not a result of the work we do, but a result of God's generosity. Our stewardship should mirror the generosity of the estate owner. Stewards give without questioning what they will get in return.
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 27, 2026)
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to those of others.”  Philippians 2:4-5

Stewardship is often confused with volunteering. Stewardship is not primarily an activity, but an attitude – a way of life. Giving of our time, talent, and treasure involves a change of attitude. It is important to think of giving as a sign of how blessed we are and how using our gifts and talents for the good of others demonstrates our gratitude to God.
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 4, 2026)
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus…”  Philippians 4:6-7

The opposite of Christian stewardship is fear. Giving to God “from the top” and not from what is left over requires an inner assurance that God will provide for our needs. This assurance or faith is the solid foundation for the practical exercise of stewardship.
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 11, 2026)
“I know how to live in humble circumstances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need..”  Philippians 4:12

St. Paul neither craved nor rejected material wealth. He was simply detached from it; he could take it or leave it. A steward is called to “possess lightly.” Money is neither good nor evil, but merely reflects the person who possesses it.
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 18, 2026)
“…. then they handed him a Roman coin.... He said to them, 'Whose image is this, and whose inscription?' They replied, ‘Caesar’s.’ At that He said to them, ‘Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.’”  Matthew 22:19-21

What do you give to Caesar and what do you give to God? Have you ever considered how much time you spend a week helping in your church or your community? Have you ever taken time to figure out what percentage of your income goes to the church and other charitable causes?

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 25, 2026)
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Matthew 22:37-39

Stewardship is not just about taking care of others. It involves the first commandment as well. How well do you take care of your relationship with God? How often do you take time to be with God in prayer?

Solemnity of All Saints (November 1, 2026)

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy."   Matthew 5:7
Stewardship is a life of service. Stewards know that the gifts they have been entrusted with by God are intended to be shared in service to others.    
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 8, 2026)
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  Matthew 25:13

How often have you heard someone say that they will do something when they have more time?  Time is a precious gift from God, once used it can never be recouped. In the parable of the Ten Virgins, Jesus exhorts us to use our time wisely – to be prepared – so when the Lord returns, we will not be caught off guard.
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 15, 2026)
"He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made five more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters I will give you great responsibilities."   Matthew 25:20-21

The stewards in this parable are expected to invest their treasure according to their master's wishes. God expects a return on the gifts that have been entrusted to us. This return is manifest in the way we use our gifts to serve others.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (November 22, 2026)
"Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me."  Matthew 25:34-36

Stewardship is opening our hearts, time, and hands to others. It means being available to others, willing to listen, and sharing our blessings in justice and love. In doing this, we serve Jesus Christ, our Lord and King.
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