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Club chartered May 22, 1955 

    Our St. Serra Club Fall Retreat 
was held on Saturday, November 
11. Our speaker for the retreat was 
Fr. John Baptist Hoang, OP, who 
was born in 1987 in Lemoore, CA, 
and grew up in Woodbridge, VA.   
    He earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
religious studies and sociology from 
the University of Virginia.  
    He said that “It is through the 
Order of Preachers that I desire to 
live the life of perfect charity with 
our Lord Jesus Christ. I seek the 
salvation of my soul and that of oth-
ers, and I have found that it is truly 
through God’s mercy and the mercy 
of my Dominican brothers that this 
is attained.” 
    Fr. John Baptist joined the Do-
minicans in 2009; was ordained a 
priest in 2016; and has been in Lou-
isville since June of 2022, when he 
took on the job of campus Chaplain 
at UofL. Fr. John Baptist resides at 
St. Louis Bertrand Parish. 
    Fr. John Baptist began by debat-
ing how to define holiness. Some 
may think it is a great love for God, 
a heroic degree of virtue, or a vi-
brant prayer life. He quoted Bishop 
Robert Barron as saying holiness is 
a “rediscovery of the image of 
God.” In Genesis, there was the 
original holiness of Adam and Eve, 
who God created as very good 
while sharing in the image and like-
ness of God. They knew truth and 

goodness. They originally chose 
truth and goodness. But then they 
chose to disobey God. 
    Fr. John Baptist broke down his 
presentation into three parts: (1) 
finding the center of holiness; (2) 
knowing we are sinners; and (3) 
realizing our lives are not about us. 
 

Session 1 - Finding the  
Center of Holiness 

    In Isaiah 6:1-4, the prophet finds 
God as the source of all holiness. 
Fr. John Baptist speaks of every-

thing and everybody that God 
touches as being holy. Throughout 
the Bible, there is a magnificence 
in God’s presence. The Israelites 
witnessed to this by never saying 
God’s name out loud.  
    St. Thomas Aquinas (another 
Dominican) spoke of God’s holi-
ness as perfection, wholeness, un-

divided, and infinite. The New Tes-
tament Greek had two words for 
holiness – one meaning something 
that is apart or separated from the 
impure or tarnished, while the other 
means conformed, being one with 
something, being made firm.  
    Aquinas spoke of holiness as 
that virtue by which we apply our 
minds and actions to God.  
    In the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC), Part Three, there is 
a discussion of Man’s Vocation: 
Life in the Spirit, which then gets 
into Chapter One, the Dignity of 
the Human Person, which in Arti-
cle 7 speaks of The Virtues, espe-
cially the Theological Virtues of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity. Para-
graph 1804 says “Human virtues 
are firm attitudes, stable disposi-
tions, habitual perfections of intel-
lect and will that govern our ac-
tions, order our passions, and 
guide our conduct according to 
reason and faith. They make possi-
ble ease, self-mastery, and joy in 
leading a morally good life. The 
virtuous man is he who freely prac-
tices the good. The moral virtues 
are acquired by human effort. They 
are the fruit and seed of morally 
good acts; they dispose all the 
powers of the human being for 
communion with divine love.” 
    We should all have the virtue to 
worship the Creator and be grateful 
for Him. Holiness is supernatural, 
“above and beyond our pay grade,” 
but that for which we constantly 
strive.  Holiness can only come 
from God. So, we must each ask - 
What is God doing in my life to 
make me more holy?  
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

    Regular meetings - We target to have most meet-
ings the first and third Mondays of each month, at 
11:30 AM, in the Golden Corral at Hikes Point 
(4032 Taylorsville Road). The charge will be $12 for 
members and $15 for guests. Non-members wanting 
to attend should contact Chuck Lynch in advance.  
 

Dec 4 (1st Mon) – Senior Women Religious 
Christmas Luncheon. Reservations were required 
by Nov 25. 
Dec 9 (2nd Sat) – “Serra Meets” - 12 Noon Louis-
ville time - national Zoom meeting for all Serrans – 
for details, click here. 
Dec 11 (2nd Mon) – Rosary for Vocations, 7 pm, 
by Zoom. See separate article for details.  
Dec 13 (Wed) - Holy Hour for Vocations – 12:45 
at St. Margaret Mary Chapel, after the Noon Mass. 
Dec 18 - (3rd Mon) – Fr. Pat Dolan will speak on 
“Christmas Around the World.” 
Dec 26 (Tue) – No Board Meeting due to the Holi-
days. 

Questions? - Contact Chuck Lynch at (502) 442-
9302 or ChuckLynch4782@gmail.com. 

    CCC Par 2012+ gets into Christian Holiness. Fr. 
John Baptist speaks of “life in Christ,” “man’s call-
ing,” and “life in the Holy Spirit.” He also recom-
mended reading St. Francis de Sales book 
“Introduction to the Devout Life.”  

Session 2 – Knowing  
You’re a Sinner 

    In Isaiah 6:5 we hear the prophet feeling woefully 
inadequate and unworthy of God, for he knows he is a 
sinner. Likewise, in Luke 5:8, Peter says, “Depart 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” St. Catherine 
of Sienna recognized that she was nothing without 
God. We all need to recognize these attitudes, as we 
are all sinners.  

    In Leviticus 19:2, God says, “Be holy, for I, the 
Lord your God, am holy.” In Matt 5:48, Christ tells 
us, “So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is per-
fect.” It sounds challenging, even more so in the pres-
ence of God.  
    Adam and Eve thought the forbidden tree was good 
and pleasing for gaining wisdom. But they forgot that 
the true source of Wisdom is God, not the tree. We 
lose original holiness focusing only on God’s creation 
instead of God himself. 
    St. Augustine says we have four original wounds – 
ignorance, malice, weakness, and concupiscence (the 
tendency to sin).  We are ignorant of truth and thus 
lose our way, not knowing where to go, forgetting 
who we are. With malice, we choose to act contrary to 
the good. With weakness, we can be slothful, not will-
ing to do what is hard and required, like being loving. 
We want to play instead of work as needed. With con-
cupiscence we have a disordered desire to satisfy im-
mediate needs; we are lustful and gluttonous; and we 
lack the ability to delay gratification. 

    Fr. John Baptist gave us the example of rowing a 
boat, with God as our companion. Instead of God 
constantly telling us to row and row, and instead of 
us doing all the rowing, we need to think like a 
child sitting on our Father’s lap. We are both row-
ing the boat. He gives us the free will to row in any 
direction we want. However, if we let God guide 
our rowing, we can arrive where He wants us – in 
His Kingdom.  

Session 3 – Realize your life is not about you. 
    In Isaiah 6:6-8, the prophet’s sin is purged and 
the voice of the Lord asks, “Whom shall I send?” 
The prophet replies, “Here I am; send me.” 
    Fr. John Baptist says, “Holiness is simple. It’s 

FR. JOHN BAPTIST HOANG, O.P. 
(continued from page 1) 

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/St-Francis-Sales/dp/1954881584
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FR. JOHN BAPTIST HOANG, O.P. 
(continued from page 2) 

about God, not you.” He loves us and disciplines us, 
just as human fathers do. Suffering can be hard and it 
seems God even allows it. But our suffering is part of 
being intertwined with God and with holiness. It has 
even caused some people to become saints. We share 
in Christ’s suffering. Grace is a participation in 
Christ’s life. God comes to suffer with us. God be-
came man in order to suffer for us and with us. 
    Fr. John Baptist said, “Christianity is not an escape 
from suffering, but it’s about God embracing our 
very lives, because God says everything is good, be-
cause we are very good – so much so that it’s worth 
God to come and suffer with us.” 
    We must embrace suffering and practice turning 
discomforts into prayer – prayers of intercession for 
others, as well as a spirit of gratitude for what is good 
in our lives. 
    We are tempted to think prayer is a waste of time, 
but maybe we can then fill limited time with limitless 
prayer - focusing on brief prayers – such as “Thank 
you, Lord.” or “Jesus, help me.” We should stop 
thinking about ourselves, but, instead, about God and 
others.  
    We should unite our hearts with God and others. 
Aquinas spoke of four effects from uniting our hearts 
with God. First, love causes a union or communion 
with another, just as lovers always want to be with 
one another. Second, a mutual indwelling comes 
from living in each other’s heart. We have a constant 
preoccupation with the other. Third is ecstasy – in 
which love takes you out of yourself, just as a mother 
gives up sleep to take care of a crying baby. It’s com-
parable to not sleeping late on Sunday so that we can 
go to Mass in order to worship and love our God. 
Fourth is zeal, defending our hearts from threats that 
might harm our love for God. It asks, “What does 
God have to say?” We are zealous to know the word 
of God.  
    In response to one question about his vocation, Fr. 
John Baptist told us how, while in college and sort of 
living an “ungodly lifestyle,” he was lying in bed one 
Sunday morning when a student down the hall shout-
ed that if there were any Catholics on the floor who 
wanted to go to Mass, they could meet him down-
stairs at 10:30 and they’d walk together to church. 
His conscience wrestled with the situation; but he got 
up and went to Mass; and he never stopped going to 
regular Mass from that day forward. 
    We want to thank Fr. John Baptist Hoang, OP, for 
his wonderful presentation on holiness. 
    We also wish to thank all of our financial sponsors 

for this retreat: Louisville Catholic Radio (WLCR); 
Family Renewal Project; Cheryl Bruner (attorney); 
the Derby City Group at Morgan Stanley; Vince 
Heuser (attorney); Tallent & Associates, CPA; 
Highland Roofing; Retirement Management Ser-
vices, LLC; Deacon Bill and Barbara Klump; The-
resa Fiedler; Chuck and Sally Lynch; Don and 
Mary Carol Kelly; and Evelyn Siemens. 
    And we also want to thank all the Serrans who vol-
unteered to help: Bob Hublar, Ken Peet, Theresa 
Fiedler, Lynn Haner, Lincoln Lewis, Jerry Gonso-
ski, Paul Willett, Debbie Farmer, Richard and Peg-
gy Spalding, and Chuck Lynch. 
    Net proceeds from the retreat are going to the Voca-
tion Office to help with the cost of educating our dioc-
esan seminarians.  

“SERRA MEETS” WAS HELD BY ZOOM 
ON SATURDAY, NOV 11  

    Our speaker, Greg Hendry, is a devoted father of 
five (ages 17 to 25). He graduated from the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame and earned a master’s degree from 
Cornell University. He is a former Airborne Ranger 

and Captain in the U.S. 
Army. 
    Greg's books 
(including “Power 
Priests,” and “Power 
Sisters” coming out 
soon) have been fea-
tured on EWTN radio 
and beyond. He is a 
proud second-generation 
Serra club member, am-
bassador for GRN ra-
dio, and a speaker at 
Catholic teen and voca-
tional events. He has 
had the honor of spon-

soring pro-life dinners and talks by Chris Stefanick 
and Fr. Mike Schmitz. 
    He founded From Heaven Books  
after selling his first book, “Mommying from Heav-
en,” which honored his late wife, Allison, who passed 
away shortly after the birth of their third child. Greg 
has since remarried. 
    The title of Greg’s presentation was “The Im-
portance of Powerful Vocation Stories.” 
    Having been in the Army Reserves, he learned a lot 
about leadership and heroes. And he also remembers 
what he learned from having teachers who were reli-
gious sisters in his childhood. In the military, his 
chaplain was an excellent role model for leadership 
and heroism.  

https://fromheavenbooks.com/shop/ols/products/power-priests-2023
https://www.grnradio.org/
www.FromHeavenBooks.com
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SERRA MEETS 
(continued from page 3) 

genuine stories.  One of the priests was even an atheist 
at one time.  
    Our culture has a big focus on sports; and some of 
these 20 religious were once athletes. The two books 
are for teens edited by teens. Greg said, “These love 
stories inspire vocations.” He also says he has found 
that Eucharistic Adoration helps youth listen to God, 
as they learn the blessings of silence and discernment. 
    Greg says, “Sports, music and other leisure activi-
ties are beautiful gifts and can serve as a means to 
share the faith.”  
    In “Power Priests,” Chapter 1 is about a sniper in 
the military, who eventually became a priest, while 
Chapter 9 is about Fr. Mike Schmitz, a priest who has 
two very popular podcasts – “The Bible in a Year,” 
and “The Catechism in a Year.”  
    Fr. Mike almost became an actor in Hollywood. 
Fortunately for the Church, he answered the call to the 
priesthood, instead. One chapter is devoted to Fr. 
Vince Bork, a professor and scientist, who likes to tell 
people that science and faith are not in conflict.  
    Greg says his focus is on souls, not sales. He even 
gives away the books on some occasions. One pastor 
said the book was a big hit with his parish youth and 
asked for more to give away. And the books are good 
even for those not discerning a vocation.  
    Check out his blog here. 
    You can watch the whole Serra Meets video here,  
including the business session of the meeting. 

    Greg has been bothered by things like the March, 
2023, WSJ-NORC Poll (see especially pages 7 to 9, 
and 14 to 15) which shows a decline in the values 
pertaining to faith, family and freedom (patriotism). 

He feels much of this is due to our schools lacking 
the teaching of these values. Education and history 
are important in developing these values in our 
youth.  
    He quoted someone who once said, “America 
without her soldiers would be like God without His 
angels.” Greg learned through the Serra Clubs how 
important families, parents, and even grandparents, 
are to vocations.  
    Greg sees youth influenced by pop stars, athletes, 
and Hollywood stars. And over the last couple of 
generations, we’ve seen not only a decline in values, 
but a decline in vocations. However, he recognizes 
that we do have Catholic influencers of young peo-
ple in Catholic leaders like Fr. Mike Schmitz and 
Bishop Robert Barron.  
    Since 1965, the number of religious sisters in the 
U.S. has declined from 180,000 to 40,000 today. The 
number of priests globally has declined by 50% in 
the two decades following Vatican II. “The number 
of diocesan priests ordained in the U.S. has consist-
ently averaged about 430 per year since 1990; but 
the number of Catholics registered in U.S. parishes 
has increased 20% from 56 million to 67 million 
during that same time period.” 
    “Everyone has a story,” he said; and we can influ-
ence youth by sharing the best stories of our priests 
and sisters. So, he has written two books – “Power 
Priests – 12 Ordinary Men Who Accepted an Ex-
traordinary Call” and “Power Sisters – 12 Ordinary 
Women Who Accepted an Extraordinary Call.” The 
first is now for sale; and the second will be for sale 
shortly. 
    Sixteen of these 20 priests and sisters are still 
alive. “Power Priests” made Amazon’s Top 100 list 
of religious books. Greg says these are interesting, 

FR. JONATHAN ERDMAN SPOKE AT 
OUR NOVEMBER 20 MEETING.  

 

    Father Jonathan Mark Erdman was ordained a 
Catholic priest June 29, 2017, on the Feast of St. Pe-
ter and St. Paul. Prior to this, he was an Episcopal 
priest for twelve years before he and his family con-
verted to the Catholic Church in July of 2016. They 
came to Louisville in July of 2010. Father Erdman 
and his wife Andrea came to Louisville from New 
York City, where Father Erdman served as Curate 
and Youth Minister at Saint Thomas Church Fifth 
Avenue.  From 2010 to early 2016 he served as Rec-
tor of Calvary Episcopal Church in Louisville. 
    Born in Mahoning Township, Pennsylvania in 
1978, he is the son of an Episcopal Priest. Father Erd-
man received his B.A. in Psychology from the Uni-
versity of Missouri – Rolla in 2000, and his Masters 
of Divinity from Yale University Divinity School in 
2004. 
    In 2002 Jonathan married Andrea Lea Benson at 
Christ Church, Rolla, Missouri. They have five chil-

https://s.wsj.net/public/resources/documents/WSJ_NORC_ToplineMarc_2023.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-bible-in-a-year-with-fr-mike-schmitz/id1539568321
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-catechism-in-a-year-with-fr-mike-schmitz/id1648949780
https://fromheavenbooks.com/f/oh-the-graces-a-priest-shall-bestow
https://youtube.com/watch?v=xoBpoPvtWVg&si=R8RnjRjkqP3UY1bN
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dren. Sarah and Joseph, were both 
born in New York City, and their 
twins, Gabriel and Naomi, and 
youngest son Joshua, were born in 
Louisville.  Andrea has served as 
Director of Volunteers for Episcopal 
Social Services of New York, and 
has a Master of Social Work Degree 
from Saint Louis University. 
    Fr. Jon is passionate about 
preaching and teaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. He is committed to 
pastoral ministry and worship, and 
in making the riches of the traditions 
of the Church available, especially 
the patrimony of the English Catho-
lic tradition.  He is dedicated to 
faithful liturgy, and making the love 
of Christ known in worship and in 
the outreach of the church. 
    Father Jon was the son of an Episcopal priest (who 
moved around, as was common among Episcopal 
priests). He first thought of the ministry as a tenth 
grader, a sophomore in high school. A teacher asked 
him, “What do you seeing yourself doing?” His first 
thought was “A priest? Heavens no!” He obviously 
warmed to the idea later. 
    He credits the faith of his parents and even that of 
Catholic friends with the development of his own faith. 
    The Episcopal Church, changing its canons on mar-
riage, started a discernment process for Fr. Jon and 
some of his parishioners. Eventually, he left his posi-
tion at Calvary Episcopal Church in Louisville, and 
Our Lady and Saint John began to form, starting by 
meeting in his living room for prayer and worship. Fr. 
Jon, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, came to be-
lieve that the bishops and priests in the Episcopal 
Church were not in Apostolic Succession. 
    With a lot of study and prayer, and after reading a 
book by Pope Benedict (“Called to Communion”), Fr. 
Jon came to understand the need for the Office of the 
Pope, and the role he plays in the Catholic Faith. 
   Fr. Jon came from “a family of Levites,” as he called 
his own family of ministers - both his father and broth-
er are ministers; his mother had done religious educa-
tion; and a brother had been a youth minister. Fr. Jon 
found he had to step toward the Catholic Church. In-
stead to seeing it as stepping away from the Episcopal 

Church, he likes to say he really “stepped into” the 
good parts of what he knew – the parts that became 
what they were always meant to be by being within 
the Catholic Church. 

    Fr. Jon and his wife addressed 
these changes together and as a fam-
ily. Fr. Jon always felt like he was 
“in his mom’s house” when in a 
Catholic Church. He spoke of a dual 
vocation – his own personal conver-
sion to the Catholic faith, and the 
call to lead a group of 22 Louisville 
Episcopalians who eventually joined 
the Catholic faith. The Catholic 
Church developed a special way for 
Episcopal priests and their flocks to 
join the Church; and he came into 
the Church under these rules. 
    Fr. Jon went back to the seminary 
(two years at St. Meinrad), to take 
certain classes he had not studied 
earlier. Then he was ordained a 
Catholic priest, appointed priest ad-

ministrator of a community named Our Lady & St. 
John Catholic Church (the 22 former Episcopalians 
who became Catholic and now number over 100). 
He was also appointed Associate Pastor of St. Mar-
garet Mary, and later Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi. 
Our Lady & St. John parish has no building of its 
own, and is part of the “Ordinariate of the Chair of 
St. Peter,” which is a diocese for like communities. 
Their Masses are said at St. Francis of Assisi. 
    He also spoke of an article that helped him in his 
conversion – “How I Became the Catholic That I 
Was” by Richard John Neuhaus (April 200), which 
can be found here. 
    With prayer, discussion and reading, his group of 
22 Episcopalians spent six months discerning their 
conversion to the Catholic Church. Fr. Jon says 
many people have given up much to convert from 
Protestant faiths to the Catholic faith. Their goal at 
Our Lady & St. John Catholic parish is to continue 
to bring people into the fullness of faith within the 
Catholic Church. 
    Now, every weekend, he says two forms of the 
Catholic Mass – one as pastor of St. Francis of As-
sisi, and one as the priest administrator of the par-
ish of Our Lady & St. John Catholic Church. Our 
Lady & St. John parish uses a form of the Catholic 
Mass, fully recognized by our Church, which keeps 
some of the rubrics, music and language of their 
former Episcopal faith. This Ordinariate of the 
Chair of St. Peter was established in 2012 by Pope 

FR. JON ERDMAN 
(continued from page 4) 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_cti_1973_successione-apostolica_en.html
https://canonlawmadeeasy.com/2010/12/09/episcopalians-entering-the-catholic-church/
https://www.firstthings.com/article/2002/04/how-i-became-the-catholic-i-was
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ST. JOHN PAUL II PARISH STARTS ITS 
PARISH VOCATION MINISTRY  

 

FR. JON ERDMAN 
(continued from page 5) 

Benedict; and Fr. Jon answers to his own Bishop Ste-
ven Lopes, in addition to Archbishop Fabre. 
    On a personal note, Fr. Jon spoke of when he and 
his wife had one child, and then experienced a miscar-
riage when his wife was 15 weeks into her second 
pregnancy. After having one more child, they thought 
they would have no other children, and were grateful 
for the two children they had. They planned on no 
more and even wished they would have no more. But 
then they had three more, including twins. He now 
admits he was “wishing away” three wonderful chil-
dren he simply had not known. He came to realize that 
the Gospel of Life of the Catholic Church is central to 
marriage. 
    He is proud of his work as an Episcopal priest but 
says that after one or two months as a Catholic priest, 
and hearing Confessions, due to the grace and power 
of the sacrament, he felt he had “done more for the 
cure of souls” than in 12 years as an Episcopal priest.  
    We want to thank Fr. Jon Erdman for his presenta-
tion, as well as for all he does for the Church. 
    A one-hour video by Fr. Jon, on his vocation story - 
presented to the St. Margaret Mary Catholic Evangeli-
zation Outreach (CEO) - can be found here. 
    (Thanks to Jerry Zimmerer for the pictures with this 
article.) 

    As one of ten parishes signed up for the IGNITE 
Workshop (to pro-
mote parish vocation 
ministries) held in 
September, St. John 
Paul II now has its 
own Parish Vocation 
Ministry.  
    The committee 
(led by Lynn Haner 
and Eloise Camp-
bell) met, recruited 
more members (now 
numbering five); 
started a Vocation 
Prayer Bouquet in 
September; gave 
pulpit talks before 

Masses late in September; 
started a Traveling Chal-
ice Program in the school, 
with the first class getting 
its chalice at Mass on All 
Saints Day (see pictures 
by Sally Lynch); and dis-
tributed vocation prayer 
cards at Masses at the be-
ginning of National Voca-
tion Awareness Week.  
    The committee is plan-
ning on vocation petitions 
at Mass; reinstating the 
31 Club, promoting a Ho-
ly Hour for Vocations, 
and more. 

PRIESTS CELEBRATING  
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES  

      Congratulations to our priests celebrating anniver-
saries of ordination this month. This list includes 
priests from religious orders and other dioceses, 
working in our Archdiocese. The asterisk (*) indicates 
“Retired.” 
 

BELL, REV. GERALD L.*, 12/15/73, 50 years  
CARRICO, REV. ADAM B., 12/19/15, 8 years  
GIBSON, C.P., REV. CHRISTOPHER, 12/20/75, 
48 years 
HERNÁNDEZ MENDÉZ, REV. FRANCISCO J., 
12/8/17, 6 years 
JOSEPH, C.M.I., REV. AUGUSTINE, 12/29/09, 
14 years  
MERKT, REV. JOSEPH T.*, 12/17/66, 57 years  
MUNJANATTU, OFM CONV., REV. GEORGE 
M., 12/26/00, 23 years 
MURPHY, REV. J. SCOTT, 12/12/09, 14 years  
POZHATHUPARAMBIL, OFM CONV., REV. 
JOHN, 12/30/01, 22 years  
PUTHUSSERY, OFM CONV, REV. SHAJU, 
12/30/01, 22 years  
SHOONER, REV. JEFFREY P., 12/11/04, 19 years  
STILES, REV. J. ROY*, 12/18/63, 60 years  
THANDIACKAL C. M. I., REV. SEEJO, 12/28/04, 
19 years  
THOMAS, C.M.I., REV. JINTO, 12/28/11, 12 
years 
THOMAS, C.M.I., REV. JOSEPH, 12/30/98, 25 
years  
VADAKUMPADAN, C.M.I., REV. SAJU M., 
12/29/92, 31 years  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=DyZRuUa3mKE&list=PL2YeUeMBZXlf7wpeM2w40kZpmtp5XR7x-&index=11&pp=iAQB


 

 

ST. SERRA CLUB OF LOUISVILLE, KY                                   Great Lakes Region, District 158, Club 130 
Page 7                  www.ArchLou.org/Serra      www.facebook.com/SerraLouisville     DECEMBER, 2023  

VARIOUS ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Serran Birthdays this month: 
Neil Manias, December 25 

****************************************** 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for the month of  
DECEMBER: For Persons with Disabilities - We 
pray that people living with disabilities may be at the 
center of attention in society, and that institutions 
may offer inclusive programs which value their active 
participation. 
****************************************** 
Save the date – The next Serra Rally will be in Mi-
ami January 18-21, 2024. For more details, click 
here. 

Thanks to Lynn Haner & Charlie Francesconi 
for proofing our newsletters. 

Newsletter questions, comments, or submissions?  
Contact Chuck Lynch, Editor, at (502) 442-9302. 

Thanks to Paul Willett for maintaining our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/SerraLouisville. 

And the Word became flesh - and 
made his dwelling among us, and we 

saw his glory, the glory as of the  
Father’s only Son, full of grace  

and truth. – John 1:14 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

JOIN US BY ZOOM FOR OUR MONTHLY 
“ROSARY FOR VOCATIONS”  

      Our Saint Serra Club of Louisville gathers 
online for our Zoom Rosary for Vocations at 7 pm, 
on the second Monday of each month. By 
link, click here.  
      By phone, call (312) 626 6799. Meeting ID is 
865 4452 6535.  

SEMINARIAN BIRTHDAYS  
THIS MONTH 

    Happy Birthday to two of our seminarians this 
month: 

Kenny Nauert - Dec 4 
Samuel Mattingly - Dec 29 

    You can get more information on all our semi-
narians, as well as their email addresses by clicking 
here. 

SERRA INTERNATIONAL’S  
YOUTUBE CHANNEL  

    To get to videos of national and international 
meetings (sorted by most recent on top), including 
many Zoom meetings and Serra Meets, just do a 
browser search for “Serra International YouTube 
Channel” or click here. 
    While there, you can also click “subscribe” in 
order to be notified of new videos as they are add-
ed. 

ANNUAL VOCATION POSTER  
AND ESSAY CONTESTS  

    Schools, parishes, home-schoolers and youth 
leaders were notified in October of the annual Voca-
tion Essay and Poster Contests sponsored by the Vo-
cation Office and the Saint Serra Club of Louisville. 
    The Contest started with the National Vocation 
Awareness Week (the week beginning November 5 
this year); and entries must be received in the Voca-
tion Office by Monday, January 8. 
    The Saint Serra Club will provide cash prizes to 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in each contest – the 
Essay Contest (grades 7 & 8) and the Poster Contest 
(grades 4 through 6). 

VOCATIONS IN THE NEWS 

On Vocations, Asking is Key – “The smallest dio-
ceses, with just 5% of the total Catholic population, 
had 25% of diocesan ordinations.” – Read the arti-
cle here. 

******************************************* 
For discerning men, all young men should hear Fr. 
Timothy Reid’s vocation story. – Read the article 
here. 
******************************************* 
For discerning men - Was this the hardest thing to 
let go in order to join the seminary? – Read the arti-
cle here. 
******************************************* 
Priest: this one simple gesture may solve vocations 
crisis. – Watch the 3-minute video here. 
******************************************* 
Twenty-six-year-old twin brothers ordained to the 
priesthood side by side, on the same day. - Read the 
article here. 
******************************************* 
Seven children joined the Dominican Order from 
this one family. - Read the article here. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86544526535
https://www.archlou.org/services-directory/archdiocesan-agencies-facilities/vocation-office/vocation-office-seminarians/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuqwHOHDw5ZCgkFbmeQBkHA/videos
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/on-vocations-asking-is-key?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://aleteia.org/2023/06/22/all-young-men-should-hear-fr-timothy-reids-vocation-story/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20230623
https://aleteia.org/2023/08/11/was-this-the-hardest-thing-to-let-go-in-order-to-join-seminary/
https://aleteia.org/2023/09/15/priest-this-one-simple-gesture-may-solve-vocations-crisis/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20230916
https://aleteia.org/2019/06/09/26-year-old-twins-ordained-to-the-priesthood-side-by-side-on-the-same-day/
https://aleteia.org/2019/07/05/7-out-of-10-children-from-this-family-joined-the-dominican-order/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20231115
https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2024/
www.facebook.com/SerraLouisville


 

 




