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National Congress Ignites  
a Flame of Justice 

 

By Bethune Jones  

               Issue 49 Winter 2017 

Orlando, FL National Black Catholic 

Congress gathering focused on the 
words of the prophet of social justice, 
urging black Catholics to become                
active, just disciples of Christ. 
 
This summer, more than 2,600                         
people gathered for the 12

th
 National 

Black Catholic Congress July 6-9 to 
experience a range of topics and                 
concerns facing black communities and families. It served as the 
vehicle for urging delegates to be proactive in living out the                 
Gospel as just disciples of Christ. 
 
Father Patrick Smith, pastor of St. Augustine Parish in                           
Washington, D.C., spoke during the opening homily at the                         
Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary, Queen of the Universe, 
focusing on the "ridiculous power of the Christ on the cross" and 
how our own suffering can be offered up to God as a source of 
healing for others. 
 
Fr. Pat reminded the people that it is essential for  the                                    
community to talk about its struggles,  but stated that it must 
also talk about the redemptive power of God on the cross. He 
added ñwhile racism ultimately leads to death ... a spiritual                                   
suicide in our souls," the truths of the Gospel sets lives free.ò 
 
"That is our anger, but also our source of hope," he said. "You 
and I cannot appreciate the good news unless we first face and 
acknowledge the bad news." 

 

   Next page  
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National Black Catholic Congress roots can 
be traced back to 1889 with layman and 
journalist Daniel Rudd, a native son of 
Bardstown, KY, convened 100 Black 
Catholic men to address various questions 
affecting their race for not just Black                    
Catholic blacks, but blacks across the 
country, uniting for a course of action while 
standing behind the Catholic Church and its 
values. 
 
The group met with President Grover 
Cleveland during its first congress. In                      
meeting and uniting, Father Smith said the 
Catholic Church demonstrated and voiced 

how "black Catholic lives mattered," just as other groups have done as they convened when a group 
has suffered, such as the pro-life groups who proclaim unborn 
lives matter. 
 
"And also, more importantly, (we gather) to extort and                                
challenge ourselves to do our part and accept the responsibility 
in our role in the Church that God has given us. ... We gather 
to see how to effectively evangelize because eternal life is way 
too important." 
 
Ghanaian Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect of the Vatican                             
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, offered 
the opening keynote address that focused directly on the 
theme of the congress taken from the prophet Micah ð "The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me: Act justly, love goodness and 
walk humbly with your God." 

 
His first point reaffirmed the united community 
of disciples of Christ and the need of inclusion 
of all "children of God." 
 
"When Pope Francis speaks, he doesn't speak 

to nations, races and tribes; he speaks to humanity invited to be disciples of Jesus. And we respond 
first and foremost to this" Cardinal Turkson said. "For there is no Gospel for Africans. There is no                 
Gospel for Americans. There is no Gospel for Italians or Europeans. There is one Gospel for all of us 
created in the image and likeness of God we seek to respond to. ... God's children all belong together. 
None are set aside, none should live on the periphery and none are excluded. "In this family of God 
we need to live justly. When we respect the demands of our relationships, we are just."  
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SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2018 

SILENT AUCTION ~ 5:00 PM 

DINNER/PROGRAM ~ 6:00 PM 

DONATION ~ $70.00 

CASH BAR 
 

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 

830 PHILLIPS LANE 

LOUISVILLE, KY 40209 

For more information call the Office of Multicultural Ministry at (502)471-2146. This event is an implementation of the Archdiocese of 

Louisvilleôs Strategic Plan along with the National Black Catholic Pastoral Plan. It is made possible through Catholic Services Appeal. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOUISVILLE 

OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL MINISTRY 

AFRICAN AMERICAN CATHOLIC MINISTRIES 

31st Annual  

African American Catholic  

Leadership Awards Dinner 
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The National Black Catholic Congress was founded in 1889, and gathered 
several times until the late 1890ôs. It did not meet again until 1987 in                    
Washington, D.C. and has convened every five years since then. Had it not 
been for our native son from Bardstown and congress founder, Daniel 
Rudd, it would not exist today. 
 
Because of the foundation that he laid, African American Ministry in the                     
Office of Multicultural Ministry was successful in gathering more than 400 
attendees for the 4

th
 Archdiocesan Black Catholic Congress representing 16 

parishes from our local area. And, for the first time in the history of our                      
Archdiocese, our African brothers and sisters were present. 
 
 Like the 3,000 who attended the 12

th
 National Black Catholic Congress in 

Orlando, FL in early July, archdiocesan congress attendees were treated to speakers from the                           
archdiocese and from the international landscape including His 
Eminence, Peter Kodwo Cardinal Turkson. He provides leadership 
for the new Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development 
at the Vatican. We were blessed to have him offer the opening 
keynote address that focused directly on the theme of the                        
congress taken from the prophet Micah - ñThe Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me: Act justly, love goodness and walk humbly with your 
God.ò His points reaffirmed the united community of disciples of 
Christ and the need of inclusion of all ñchildren of God and Black 
Lives Matterò. 
 
Mrs. Tianna Barnes - Palmer, a parishioner at Saint Martin de                    
Porres, attended workshops on social justice topics. She said her 
fellow parishioners and clergy, Deacon James Turner (Pastoral 
Administrator) and Fr. Conrad Sutter (Sacramental Moderator) try 
to have conversations about real issues from a Biblical Justice 
perspective. She appreciated the speakers. 

 
 

4
th

 Archdiocese of Louisville Black Catholic Congress  
By Mrs. M. Annette Mandley -Turner  

OMM Executive Director  
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ñIt was an astonishing experience. I am a cradle Catholic and I have never attended something so 
powerful. This whole experience helped me change my life and made my faith as an African American 
Catholic come aliveò stated 25 year old Mary Williams from St. Christopher. 
 
Ms. Subrenia Lain, a parishioner of Saint Augustine found the congress spiritually rewarding. It                            
re-energized me and provided the spark that I needed to refocus my attention on the importance of 
maintaining an africentric Church in the Black community. 
 
The Africentric music at Mass, provided in part by the Office of Multicultural Ministryôs Archdiocesan 
Gospel Choir, was a highlight for many. Mrs. Carrie Strivers from Bardstown stated that ñthe Mass 
celebration was lively and far more celebratory because the music so moved me. It felt like we were 
really praising the Lord. The experiencing was electrifying.ò 
 
Congress was a remarkable experience of joy, remembrance and prayer. Kenya Turner parishioner of 
Saint Martin de Porres stated that we could never turn back the hands of time, reliving what we have 
experienced, but we can however move forward making the experience a part of the reality we live, 
going forth with a sense of What We Have Seen and Heard. 
 
All pictures provided by Clinton Bennett, Photography & Video Services  
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Catholic Standard Wednesday, November 07, 2012 edition 

 

Situated between the Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel and 
the Crypt Church on the ground floor of the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington is the Our Mother of Africa Chapel. While it 
is a beautiful chapel worthy of a visit anytime of the 
year, November is a particularly appropriate time to 
visit as this month marks Black Catholic History Month. 
 
This year also marks the 15

th
 anniversary of the Mother 

of Africa Chapel. It was consecrated and blessed by 
Cardinal James Hickey, then the archbishop of                              
Washington, in 1997 at the closing Mass of the Eighth 

National Black Catholic Congress. More than 8,000 people attended that dedication. 

 
A gift to the National Shrine from African-American Catholics under the leadership of the Black                       
Bishops of the United States and the National Black Catholic Congress, the chapel "is an enduring 
testimony to the abiding faith of the African American peoples and their unwavering devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary," said Msgr. Walter Rossi, rector of the National Shrine.  
 
The chapel features a statue of Our Mother of Africa holding the Christ Child. The larger than life                 
rendering faces a bas relief that illustrates the experiences of African Americans from the time of               
slavery until the civil rights movement.  
 
The bas relief - which is read from right to left - begins with slave traders kidnapping residents of an 
African village. It depicts the struggles of slaves and the hardships they endured. There are images of 
the fight for freedom and the Civil Rights movement. The image concludes with a modern day family 
stepping out of the image and leading towards Christ. Over all of this history hovers a dove,                               
symbolizing the Holy Spirit and His loving care for His suffering children.  
 
The statue of Mary is depicted walking toward the bas relief and the Christ Child points to it - a symbol 
of Jesus' and Mary's attentiveness to the plight of African Americans and a call for all to look and learn 
the history of African Americans. The family stepping out of the bas relief reaches for the hand of                  
Jesus on the nearby crucifix. The crucifix, which hangs over a marble altar, is completed in the                          
tradition of the Entebene tribe of Tanzania. The body of Christ is completed in ebony hardwood and 
the cross is of cherry wood. 
 
The chapel is supported by seven pillars that represent the seven principals of African American                             
society: Umoja (unity); Kujichagulia (self-determination); Ujima (collective work and responsibility); 
Ujamaa (family); Nia (prupose); Kuumba (creativity); and Imani (faith). The ceiling of the chapel is 
constructed of wood to recall the colonial homes in which the slaves were kept and to recall the hulls 
of the ships which brought the slaves to America. 

 
 

Mother of Africa óleads us to freedom won by her sonô 
By Richard Szczepanowski  

Catholic Standard Staff Writer  

 

A detail of the Our Mother of Africa and Her Divine Son sculpture. 
Jesus points to the bas relief, a sign of His attentiveness toward 
the plight of African American suffering.  

   Next page  
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Carved in marble in Ge'ez, the ancient Ethiopian liturgical                              
language, are two passages from Isaiah (49:15 and 9:1, 3, 5). 
One evokes Mary's tenderness for her children, the other is a 
promise that a redeemer will be born upon whose shoulder                           
dominion rests and who will smash the rod of the taskmaster. 
 
 
At the entrance to the chapel on the is a stylized depiction of a 
17th-century slave ship. Throughout the chapel are etchings of 
fish and water - symbols of Christ and reminders of the slaves' 
crossing the ocean from Africa to America.  
 
There are also sculptural busts of the four evangelists, and iron 
gates depicting the Acacia Tree. The tree, a species native to             
Africa, has deep roots and can survive through drought and                        
famine. It is a metaphor for Black Catholics whose faith survived 
during years of enslavement and hardship.  
 
The Knights of Peter Claver, donated $100,000 toward                                    
construction of the Our Mother of Africa Chapel. Contributions 
also came from other Catholic groups, religious communities, 
diocese and individuals. 
 
"The Chapel of Our Mother of Africa beckons all who visit this Shrine and this Chapel to look to Our 
Lady as the source of strength and comfort, especially in the midst of oppression," Msgr. Rossi said. 
"She will lead us to the freedom won by her Son's death and resurrection." 
 
He added that the chapel is part of National Shrine's "living mosaic of the faith of peoples from 
throughout the world."  

 
Our Mother of Africa Chapel is located at the Basilica of the                        
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 400 Michigan 
Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
 
Mary said, ñBehold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word.ò Then the angel departed 
from her. (Luke 1:38) 
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Catholics of color keeping the U.S. Catholic Church alive  
By Mary C. Curtis  

America Magazine - The Jesuit Review  

 

America Magazine - The Jesuit Review October 30, 2017 issue 

 

As an African-American Catholic, I often feel like the unnamed black man 
from Ralph Ellisonôs Invisible Man, present but not really seen. 
 
I was raised steeped in Catholicismðfrom my name, Mary Cecelia, to my 
education. I grew up in Maryland in the 1960s and ô70s. I attended the now
-shuttered St. Pius V Catholic School, where I was taught by teachers from 
the Oblate Sisters of Providence, an order founded in 1829 to educate and 
care for African-American children. I wore my faith proudly, even when the 
bonds of it were strained. When my classmates and I got the side-eye from 
the white Catholic school kids at citywide field day games held in Patterson Park, or when some            
members of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul at the predominantly white Seton High 
attributed my high test scores to divine intervention rather than intellect, I remained proud of both my 
heritage and my faith. 
 
My Catholic education continued at Fordham University, where the Jesuits offered a fine education. It 
was at Fordham where I met my husband, and though he has strayed from the fold, our son would not 
have been baptized in any other faith. 

 
The Catholic Church in the United 
States is being transformed by its 
black and brown parishioners, whose 
numbers and voices are rising.  
 

My faith has also played a role in my 
career, which, for me, is akin to a               
vocation. I became a journalist                                 
because I wanted to illuminate the 
lives of those so often dismissed as 
not worthy of notice or respect,                             
despite the full, complicated and                   
generous lives they - my friends,              
family and neighbors - lived. This is 
evident in my writing and in the work I 
do with The OpEd Project. We work 

with individuals and institutions across the United States, from universities to corporations, and                          
encourage under-represented experts and thought leaders (especially women) to influence the                            
important public conversations of our time. 
 
The bonds of my faith have once again been strained, even tested, by the partisan infighting of                                                    
todayôs U.S. political scene, which finds very little cooperation and compromise. During the 2016 
presidential election, Catholic voters were split between Hillary Clinton and Donald J. Trump. 
Throughout President Trumpôs first year in office we have seen the chasm among many U.S.                             
Catholics grow even wider, on issues that range from health care to immigration.    Next page  

 

Photo by Martin Bekerman on Unsplash.  
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In my diverse but mostly white parish, we have long since stopped talking politics and justice, sticking 
instead to the ministries for the homeless, hungry and disabled and spiritual relationships that have 
kept us close. 
 
The truth is, the Catholic Church in the United States is being transformed by its black and brown                   
parishioners, whose numbers and voices are rising. They and priests from around the world are                       
keeping the church alive. When the National Gathering for Black Catholic Women met in Charlotte a 
few years ago, I connected with my sister, still holding strong in her Baltimore parish - transformed 
from white to black and offering services with hymns, praise dance and more emotion than the                                                                        
services of our youth. Yet the parishioners are as devout when it comes to the celebration of the 
Mass. 
 
After a right-wing gathering turned to tragedy and death in Charlottesville, Va., this summer, some 
evangelical Christian leaders sought to make excuses for the presidentôs failure to forcefully denounce 
white supremacists and neo-Nazis. U.S. Catholic leaders, on the other hand, forcefully reacted on the 
side of those marching and, yes, dying, against hate and for justice. There was some comfort in a 
church that looks to the future, though not without the stumbles that will hurt and sow doubt. It is a 
new day in an old faith, with more voices sharing their concerns and their joy - and there is no going 
back for Catholics of every color if we are to live our faith. 
 
We were never invisible. 
 
This article also appeared in print, under the headline ñInvisible No Longer: Catholics of color 
are keeping the Catholic Church alive in the United States,ò in the October 30, 2017 issue.  
 
October 18, 2017  
© 2017 America Media  

THURSDAY: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

SATURDAY: 10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 
*You May Only Pick Up Once A Month* 

 

Produce Truck-4th Tuesday  
of the month at 2:00 p.m. 

 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOUISVILLE 
OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL MINISTRY 

 

CATHOLIC ENRICHMENT CENTER 
DARE TO CARE FOOD PANTRY 

3146 WEST BROADWAY 
LOUISVILLE, KY 40211 

502.776.0262 

http://www.bishop-accountability.org/news2010/07_08/2010_08_18_Curtis_ForBlack.htm
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/08/will-the-church-reckon-with-charlottesville/536718/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/08/14/franklin-graham-defends-trumps-response-to-charlottesville-satan-is-behind-it-all/
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/08/12/catholic-bishops-condemn-white-supremacist-rally-left-one-dead
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Sing a new song to the Lord, for he has done marvelous deeds; Shout with 
joy to the Lord, all the earth; break into song; sing praise. (Psalm 98) 
 

ñMake a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: make a loud noise, and             
rejoice, and sing praise.ò There are several places in Scripture throughout 
the Bible where music is referenced and commands us to make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord. Noise is defined as a sound of any kind. When we 
make a joyful noise, we are making a bold declaration of Godôs glory, with 
strong yet beautiful melodic tones, shouts of praise, hand clapping, tapping 
of the feet, movement of our body, and other outward expressions of praise. 
These expressions include singing, playing instruments, and dancing. 
 

What does it mean to make a joyful noise unto the Lord? The Office of                    
Multicultural Ministryôs Archdiocesan Gospel Choir has been ministering through music and singing 
praises to the Lord over 20 years. It has been and 
continues to be a gift to the local Church, the 
community and the region. Under the talented and 
committed direction of Mr. William ñBillò Harris and 
Mr. James Taylor, the choir comes together                          
several times throughout the year to minister in 
song. The voices are made up of brothers and 
sisters from various parishes in the archdiocese. 
They most recently provided music ministry for 
the 4

th
 Archdiocesan Black Catholic Congress. 

This all volunteer choir gives of their time and                       
talents unconditionally, while sharing their gifts at 
their own churches. 
 
The goal of a music ministry is to accompany,                  
facilitate, and enhance the singing of the people of God. Over the years the faces in the choir have 
changed but the mission and goals have remained the same. Its purpose is to enrich the service 
through praise, worship and devotion in song and to worship God in truth and in spirit, providing music 
that brings others to Christ. 
 

There are several definitions of a gift. It can be an item/thing that is given willingly to someone without 
the expectation of payment or return. A gift can also be a natural ability or talent. The members of the 
Office of Multicultural Ministryôs Archdiocesan Gospel Choir continue to gift the community with their 

God given gifts of voice and music and their only hope is that 
Godôs people are open to receive. These amazing children of 
God have a profound passion for the Lord and for music. They 
believe that God gave them the gift of music and donôt                               
hesitate to share it with the world. There untiring passion to 
serve is truly a blessing. This choir continues to answer Godôs 
call to serve and to minister to and with His people. Thank you 
for sharing your gifts and for being a gift to the Church! 

 
 

OMM Archdiocesan Gospel Choir: A Gift to the Church  
By Ms. Charmein Weathers  

Multicultural Special Projects/Communications Coordinator  
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Although the number of African immigrants in the United States makes up 
a small percentage of the nationôs immigrant population, the number                        
coming from Sub-Saharan Africa has greatly increased, especially in this 
archdiocese. Geographically, this area lies south of the Sahara. All but 
seven African countries are not geopolitically a part of Sub-Saharan Africa. 
This part of Africa is predominantly Catholic and the people are fervent              
believers. Scattered throughout the city of Louisville, the numbers of the 
diverse community wonôt enable them to have a church tailored specifically 
for them where they can celebrate the mass the same way they did back 
home, in their customs of their culture. 
 
Yes, Catholicism is universal. Yes, the foundation of Catholicism is the 
faith in Jesus Christ. Yes, the Gospel, rites, sacraments, and dogmas are 

the same to all Catholics. The Catholic Church is open to all people and cultures who worship God 
with all of their mind, soul and body. Dressed in their best clothes, costumes and ties, we sing and 
dance as a way of telling God ñthis is your day, we praise you, and we thank you with reverenceò. 
 
Despite their deep desire to communicate with God, 
Africans often encounter a language barrier in creating 
a personal connection during Mass as pastors and 
other parishioners speak mostly English. 
 
The Office of Multicultural Ministry (OMM) appreciates 
and supports the importance of worshiping God in a 
language that you understand and in a culture that is 
yours. The OMM also understands how hard this can 
be, logistically, because it would likely require each 
group to have their own space. There is a great 
amount of diversity of African immigrants, each with 
their own languages and cultures. There is beauty in 
this diversity, but it presents a few challenges because 
there are not enough resources available to thoroughly 
meet the needs of all members of our diverse African 
community. 
 
In an attempt to work towards a viable solution to this challenge, the OMM has created a Ministry 
within each cultural group and is working with these groups to come together and join hands in finding 
a solution. It is in this spirit that the Catholic African Americanôs and Africanôs came together to                           
celebrate their faith and culture during the 4

th
 Archdiocesan Black Catholic Congress on Saturday, 

December 9, 2017. Songs were sung and workshops were offered in English and African languages. 
 
This might seem to be a simple step but it was a starting point to the great work that still needs to be 
done. 

 
 

A Closer Look at Our Diverse African Community  
By Dr. Joseph Twagilimana  

African/ Francophone Ministry Consultant  
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Isaiah 58:6 ñThis, rather, is the fasting that I wish: releasing those bound 
unjustly, untying the thongs of the yoke; Setting free the oppressed,                      
breaking every yokeéò 
 
From January-March 2018 the Archdiocese of Louisville will celebrate Days 
of Human Dignity. These celebrations are meant to counteract the ways 
that human dignity is being devalued. Just by showing up at the                                 
celebrations people send a message about the value of all humans as                         
children of God.   One of the featured events is the Celebration in honor of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Monday January 15, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Cathedral of the Assumption, 433 South Fifth Street, Louisville, KY. The                              
Office of Multicultural Ministry has organized this celebration for 33 years. 
The 2018 theme, ñBreak Every Chainò recognizes the present day chains 
that reduce human dignity. The Dr. King Celebration uses the example of 

Dr. King and other leaders as inspiration to break the chains of racism, 
poverty, discrimination, violence, and prejudices that continue to trouble 
our world. Through music, word, and prayer the Dr. King celebration              
reminds us that the dream is still alive. We must continue to work with 
hope and unity to reach the Promised Land. 
 
Isaiah 58:7 continues to outline Godôs wish for us: ñéSharing your 
bread with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the homeless; 
Clothing the naked when you see them; and not turning your back on 
your own.ò Other events in the Days of Human Dignity answer this call. 
These events include the ñCelebration of National Migration Week 
Prayer Serviceò, Saturday, January 6, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. and the Walk 
for Life at 4:30 p.m., Friday, January 19, 2018, both held at the                               
Cathedral of the Assumption. The ñPro-Life Massò will be held Sunday, 
January 21, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. at St. Martin of Tours. Presentation 
Academy will host the ñCatholic Relief Services Rice Bowl Lunchò on 
Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. A ñShare the Journey Immigration Workshopò will occur on 
Saturday March 3, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. at Holy Family Parish. 
 
As we participate in these events and act towards others in the way God wishes, the words of Isaiah 
58:11 will be fulfilled: ñHe will renew your strength, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a 
spring whose water never fails.ò 

 

 

Breaking Every Chain  
By Ms. Janice Mulligan  

African American Catholic Ministries Associate Director  
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SCIENCE FAIRSCIENCE FAIRSCIENCE FAIR   

Archdiocese of Louisville 
Office of Multicultural Ministry 

Saturday, March 17, 2018 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 

 Fee: $10.00 per entry 
 

Catholic Enrichment Center  
3146 West Broadway 
Louisville, KY 40211 

For more information call the Office of Multicultural Ministry at (502)636-0296, ext. 1223. 

Question/Problem 

Experiment 
§ Materials 
§ Procedure 
§ Constants & Variables Hypothesis 

Analysis of Data 

Conclusion 

Introduction 

Data 


