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Celebrating Our Lady of Guadalupe... 

A Symbol of Hope  
By Mrs. Eva Gonzalez - Director Hispanic Ministry 

Issue 41 Winter 2014 

December 12th is an important feast day; 

w e  c e l e b r a t e  O u r  L a d y  o f                           

Guadalupe ñEmpress of the Americasò 

who is a symbol of hope for the                         

Hispanic culture. The United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

USCCB, in its publication Building                           

Intercultural Competence for Ministers 

states:  

ñOur Lady of Guadalupe is                     

significant to Hispanic culture                   

because it sends a message that the 

w o r l d  o f  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s                               

people of the Americas is not over.  

 

This message is conveyed by the words of Our Lady and by her                                  

appearance as a young Native American woman. It sends a message 

that they are also children of the true God and that they will be taken 

care of. Further, Our Lady of Guadalupe chose Juan Diego, a Native 

American, to request that a temple be built on her behalf on the hill of 

Tepeyac so that the indigenous people could be heard, be consoled, and 

made to feel at home in the Church. With this symbol and shrine came 

the first massive evangelization movement of the Americas and a                       

message of liberation, harmony, and hope that is still important to                    

Hispanic Catholics today.ò   

 

If you have not attended this celebration before, we invite you to 

think about it next year and have a wonderful experience of faith! 

 

Celebrating 26 years of  

African American Catholic Ministries 

in the Archdiocese of Louisville! 
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Cont.ô 

At a glance you can see the celebrations around the Archdiocese which included mañanitas, novenas, processions, 

the praying of the Rosary, vigils, and Masses.    

St. Helen 

Glasgow 

Novena: December 3rd-11th 

Vigil: December 11th 11:30pm-

12:30am serenade, vigil night continue 

until 4:00pm                                                                

December 12th Procession: 4:30pm 

Mass: 5:00pm 

St. Edward 

Louisville 

Mañanitas: 5:30am  

Mass: 6:30pm 

St. Bartholomew 

Louisville 

Mañanitas: 5:00am 

Mass: 7:00pm  

Our Lady of Mercy 

Hodgenville 

Mass: 7:00pm 

St. Rita 

Louisville 

Novena: December 3rd-11th 

San Juan Diego Mass at 7:00pm on                        

December 9th 

Confessions: December 11th at 10:00pm 

Mass: Midnight, 5:00am, 7:00pm 

Annunciation 

Shelbyville 

Mañanitas: 5:00am ï 7:00am 

Mass: 7:00pm 

Immaculate Conception 

LaGrange 

Rosary: 4:30am 

Mañanitas: 5:00am  

Mass: 6:00pm 

St. James 

Elizabethtown 

December 11th Mañanitas with  

mariachi 10:00pm-1:00am 

December 12th Mass at 7:00pm 

Holy Name 

Louisville 

December 11th Mass at 11:00pm 

Mañanitas: midnight after Mass 

Emmanuel 

Albany 

Mass: 5:00pm followed by                                  

exposition of the Most Blessed                 

Sacrament, Rosary, & Benediction 
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Heroes of Hope : Saluting Community Leaders 

By Charmein Weathers 

Multicultural Special Projects/Communications Coordinator 

 

A hero/heroin is defined as a man/woman of distinguished courage or ability,                   

admired for his/her brave deeds and noble qualities; a person who, in the opinion 

of others, has heroic qualities or has performed a heroic act and is regarded as a 

model or ideal. In classical mythology, an immortal being; demigod. 

 

The organizations and agencies that were honored during this celebration don't 

wear capes to imply that they posses some sort of super power as ñsuperheroesò 

do, but do however display the characteristics that make them super. The Office of 

Multicultural Ministry and its Catholic Enrichment Center hosted its 4th Annual 

Heroes of Hope: Saluting Community Leaders Awards Luncheon on Thursday, 

October 30, 2014 at the Catholic Enrichment Center (CEC). This unique                             

celebration was created to provide a platform that honors individuals, agencies and 

businesses in our community for their contributions to and support of youth                      

development, family empowerment, the Archdiocese of Louisvilleôs Office of 

Multicultural Ministry, and its Catholic Enrichment Center. It also serves as a means to invest in the community 

and to raise funds in order to continue the work at the CEC, providing life changing tools of empowerment, and 

youth leadership. All of the proceeds from the event go toward programs and initiatives at the Catholic                                    

Enrichment Center. This yearôs recipients brought to life civic, family, and religious stewardship, utilizing their 

gifts and talents to make a difference.  They are: A.D. Porter & Sons Funeral Home - Civic Stewardship; Family 

& Childrenôs Place - Family Focus Stewardship; and St. Albert the Great Catholic Church-GAP (Graduated                        

Albert Parents) Club Ministry - Religious Stewardship. Each award recipient has been a generous supporter of the 

Catholic Enrichment Center over the years, which has benefitted tremendously from their charitable giving of                        

financial and professional resources and talent. 

 

We salute each recipient and the untiring commitment and passion that each one exhibits in their arenas and we 

thank them for their generosity which allows them to share their gifts with the Catholic Enrichment Center and the 

community at large. They are heroes providing life changing tools of empowerment and leadership for the next 

generation. 

 

 

2014-2015 Heroes of Hope Award Recipients  
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Third Archdiocesan Black Catholic Congress 

ñJesus is the Center of My Joyò 
By Mrs. Edna Jones  

 

On one of the sunniest days of the month, December 13, 2014, over 350                   

participants gathered for the Third Archdiocesan Black Catholic Congress 

hosted at the Flaget Center by the Office of Multicultural Ministry. The focus 

of the day was Africentric Evangelization: Jesus is the Center of My Joy. Mrs. 

M. Annette Mandley-Turner, Executive Director of the Office of Multicultural 

Ministry and the coordinator for United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishopôs (USCCB) Region V National Black Catholic Congress and National 

Association of Black Catholic Administrators, welcomed the intergenerational 

audiences from more than twelve parishes representing four (arch)dioceses.  

 

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D., the president of USCCB provided words of 

wisdom in the opening liturgy. His words captivated the attendees as he invited them to prepare for the upcoming                   

transitions. He encouraged and challenged them to become a part of the process for selecting the new priest for their 

parishes.  He stated that their input was critical to the priest personnel committee who is charged with assigning clergy 

in the archdiocese. The message offered many challenges for the attendees and they would ponder the implication of 

the transitions throughout the day.   

 

Archbishop Kurtz also spoke on the accessibility of Catholic Education for all youth regardless of where they lived. 

Information was shared on the new funds available for families who fall under the 200% poverty guidelines. He stated 

that no youth should go without a Catholic Education because of finances. Money is being made available on two                 

levels to assist them to achieve their Catholic Education dream. Archbishop concluded by reminding everyone about 

Our Lady of Kibeho and how she came to young school children of Rwanda, Africa to warn them of the tragedy that 

would take place on their soil, if they did not find a peaceful solution.  

 

We were blessed to have a plethora of skilled and talented presenters such as Rev. Maurice Nutt, C.Ss.R., D.Min.,                  

Director of Xavier Universityôs Black Catholic Studies and superlative preacher; Dr. Kathleen Dorsey Bellow, a noted 

liturgist and expert on Black Spirituality; Dr. Tyrone Powers, author and one of the most profound and knowledgeable 

presenters in the area of Reality Youth Ministry; Deacon Royce Winters, Director African American Catholic                            

Ministries, Archdiocese of Cincinnati; Bakhita Dance Ministry, Diocese of Columbus (OH); and Rev. Dr. Valerie 

Washington, pastor of Hughlett Temple A.M.E. Zion Church and expert on ministry and Spiritual Formation, to name 

a few. They were joined by twenty plus other well informed local presenters that provided a wealth of information on 

various topics related to family, leadership and evangelization.  

 

The feedback was unanimously positive with comments such as ñwe were fed todayò. It is such a blessing for us to 

gather here and to learn about ourselves. A number of young adults commented on the need for having                      

workshops like this for the whole church so that our brothers and sisters would better understand who we are and what 

our needs are. Mrs. Palmer, a young adult of St. Martin de Porres, stated that ñthis type of learning                             

experience would be great for anyone working in our community or with us.  We must find a way to make sure that 

they are learning with us, if they intend to minister to us. 

 

As with any experience, the day came to an end, but it was not without a spiritual send off.  The Archdiocesan Gospel 

choir brought the participants to their feet with songs such as óMy God is Awesomeô. Reverend John Judieôs                                  

inspirational words engaged everyone to return to their parishes and put what they have seen and heard into action. If 

you want to be a part of the next experience, mark September 12, 2015 on your calendar for the 33rd Archdiocesan                         

African American Catholic Day of Reflection at the Office of Multicultural Ministryôs Catholic                                    

Enrichment Center from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

IMANI 
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Kwanzaa 
By Mrs. M. Annette Mandley-Turner 

OMM Executive Director  

 

 The Christmas season holds a special place in our 

hearts as we give thanks for the glorious birth of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  During this time, we celebrate our Lordôs 

birthday with reverence, song and blessed gatherings.  

Christmas is a time when we bring glee to the hearts of our 

children as we present them with candy canes, brightly                

covered gifts and a holiday feast.  It is indeed the most                          

glorious holiday of the year, looked upon by all as the time 

of merry making and peace throughout the world. 

 As we celebrate the upcoming holidays, let us                      

remember Kwanzaa, the African American holiday which 

celebrates family, community and culture.  It is the fastest 

growing holiday in the world where an estimated 18 million 

people of color celebrate in the U.S., Africa, the Caribbean, South America, Canada, India, Britain, and other 

European countries.  The holiday was created by Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor and chair of the Department of 

Black Studies at California State University in Long Beach.  Dr. Karenga defined Kwanzaa as a unique African 

American celebration with a focus on traditional African values of family, community responsibility, commerce, 

and self-improvement.  It is a time of reaffirming African American people, our ancestors and culture. 

 Kwanzaa comes from the Swahili phrase ñmatunda ya kwanzaò which means ñfirst fruits of the harvestò 

and is based on ancient African harvest celebrations.  Kwanzaa is celebrated for seven days beginning December 

26th through January 1st; a time which represents the end of the old year and the beginning of a new year.  In                       

African culture this period is called ñthe time when the edges of the year meetò, when celebration, focus and                     

self-assessment occurs.  Kwanzaa shares five aspects with the ancient African harvest celebrations which includes 

(1) gathering of the people; (2) special reverence to our creator; (3) commemoration of the past and our                              

ancestors; (4) commitment to our highest ethical and cultural values; (5) celebrations of family, community and 

culture. 

 Kwanzaa is based on the Nguzo Saba which are the seven guiding principles with each day of Kwanzaa               

reflecting each of the principles.  Kwanzaa is celebrated for seven days to pay homage to these seven principles 

which in Swahili are:  Umoja, Kujichagulia, Ujima, Ujamaa, Nia, Kuumba, and Imani.  There are seven symbols 

that represent Kwanzaa; Mazao (crops), Mkeka (straw mat), Kinara (candle holder), Mishumaa saba (seven                         

candles), Muhindi (ears of corn), Zawadi (gifts), and Kikombe Cha Umoja (unity cup).  The candle holder has 

seven candles, one black, three red and three green.  The colors are black for Black people, red for our struggle 

and green for the hope that comes from the struggle.  Each ear of corn represents the children in the family and 

the community.  Gifts should be books that stress the value of education and cultural items that reaffirm pride in 

culture and tradition.  The unity cup is used to pour libation to our ancestors, then drunk from by all members to 

reinforce unity with the family and community.  All seven symbols are put on a Mkeka and placed on a table in a 

central location in the home. 

 Kwanzaa Karamu (feast) is held on December 31st and is considered a very special event because it brings 

us closer to our African roots.  The Karamu is a cooperative effort where communities of families join together to 

celebrate our cultural heritage.  Karamu highly encourages cultural expressions and is often the place of high                       

artistic energy.  This special evening is a time of feasting as well as acknowledging the importance of history,                       

culture, and family. 

 The Office of Multicultural Ministry will host the Archdiocesan Community-wide Kwanzaa Celebration 

for Metro Louisville on Tuesday, December 30, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. at the Catholic Enrichment Center, 3146 West 

Broadway, Louisville, KY. 

 



7 

 



8 

 
 

TԒt  

H֥i xu©n (Spring Festival) 

Vietnamese New Year 2015 

By Trͭn VȈ 

 

TԒt or Vietnamese New Year, is the most important celebration of our Vietnamese culture. The word is a                         

shortened form of TԒt Nguy°n ņ§n, which is Sino-Vietnamese for "Feast of the First Morning of the First Day". 

TԒt celebrates the arrival of spring based on the Vietnamese variation of the Chinese lunisolar calendar, which 

usually has the date falling between the months of January or February. 

 

TԒt is celebrated on the same day as the Chinese New Year, though exceptions arise due to the one-hour time 

difference between Hanoi and Beijing resulting in the alternate calculation of the new moon. It takes place from 

the first day of the first month of the Vietnamese calendar (around late January or early February) until at least 

the third day.  

 

Many Vietnamese prepare for TԒt by cooking special holiday foods. These foods include b§nh chҼng, b§nh d¨y, 

dried young bamboo soup (canh mŁng), gi¸ and sticky rice. Our homes are cleaned to rid ourselves of all bad 

fortunes from the previous year. Homes are painted, new clothes and shoes are purchased, all debts paid off and 

we resolve differences between our family and friends to rid ourselves of all bad feelings.  

There are a lot of customs practiced during TԒt, such as visiting a person's house on the first day of the New 

Year (xông nhà), wishing New Year's greetings, giving lucky money to children and elderly people, and                           

ancestral worshipping. Children raised in traditional Vietnamese homes are taught that your ancestors are                         

important, if not more important, than the living members of the family. Their presence and the                       

blessings they give are essential to the wellbeing of the living hence the reason for rituals and prayers honoring 

them. 

 

TԒt is also an occasion for pilgrims and family reunions.  Vietnamese visit their relatives and temples, forgetting 

about the troubles of the past year and hoping for a better upcoming year. We are very deliberate and careful as 

to what they do on New Yearôs Day. Our belief is that the events on New Yearôs Day determine oneôs luck for 

the rest of the year. They consider: 

Tuesday, February 17éé..TԒt Eveééééé.Vietnamese New Yearôs Eve 

Wednesday, February 18é.TԒt Eveééééé.Vietnamese New Yearôs Eve 

Thursday, February 19éé.TԒt Nguyen Dané..Vietnamese New Year 

Friday, February 20ééé..TԒt Holidayééé.Vietnamese New Year 

Saturday, February 21éé..TԒt Holidayééé.Vietnamese New Year 

 

The Vietnamese community in the Archdiocese will gather at St. John Vianney Catholic Church for their                        

11:00 a.m. Mass to celebrate. 

 

 

http://www.vietnamawesometravel.com/
http://www.vietnamawesometravel.com/
http://www.vietnamawesometravel.com/
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History of ñSimbang Gabiò (Advent Novena of Masses) 
By Mrs. M. Annette Mandley-Turner 

OMM Executive Director  

 

 During 1660, in the early years of Christianity in the Philippines, the 

ñSimbang Gabiò or the ñMisa de Galloò became a Filipino religious tradition.  

During Advent, in preparation for the coming of Jesus at Christmas, the                           

missionary friars held nine days of Masses to usher in the event of Christôs 

birth.  These Masses were celebrated in the early morning hours, typically at 

about 4:00 a.m. when the roosters crow to announce the coming of a new day. 

 There was a practical reason behind the missionary fathers design to 

hold early Mass.  The Filipinos are a farming people, and they typically 

greeted the dawn of a new day in the fields while working the land.  The                       

missionary fathers decided that they could implant in the hearts and minds of 

the people the substance of the Catholic religion, preserve the Catholic faith 

and continue the propagation of the gospel by integrating a distinctly Filipino 

custom with the needs of Catholic worship. 

 The word ñgalloò comes from the Spanish word meaning rooster.  At 

the first sound of dawn, at the crowing of the rooster, the entire family would 

get up and walk (or ride their carabao sleds) to their nearest parish church, 

sometimes up to 10 kilometers away.  By 5:00 a.m. the Mass was over and 

the men were off to the fields. 

 It was thus that Simbang Gabi (ñSimbaò means Mass,  and ñGabiò means night or evening) or Misa de 

Gallo became a Filipino tradition.  It was a religious practice that was handed down from parent to child, observed 

by Filipinos from one generation to the next. 

 The agricultural roots of ñMisa de Galloò or ñSimbang Gabiò have been forgotten by some. However, the 

fascinations of going to church at dawn, in order to start a new day with worship, is as strong as ever among                    

Filipinos.  For the children, it announces that Christmas is just around the corner.  For most, the practice has                      

acquired its own smell and flavor, and spiritual significance distinct from any other time of the year. 

 Vatican Council II, Article 37 of the Sacred Liturgy states:  ñEven in the Liturgy, the church does not wish 

to impose a rigid uniformity in matters which do not involve the faith or the good of the whole community.  

Rather she respects and fosters the qualities and talent of various races and nations.  Peopleôs way of life which is 

not indissolubly bound with superstition and error she studies with sympathy, and if possible, preserves intact.  

She sometimes even admits such things into the liturgy itself, provided they harmonize with its true and authentic 

spirit.ò 

 In keeping with the spirit of the document of Sacred Liturgy (Art. 37), the Holy See has granted special 

permission to the Philippine Church to celebrate the Simbang Gabi for nine consecutive days before Christmas.  

The Holy See is cognizant of the particulars of the Simbang Gabi celebration.  The church knows that to add to 

the festivities, a local band goes around town playing Christmas songs and inviting people to worship.  After the 

Mass, the band continues to play and  a variety of delicacies are displayed in the churchyard for everyoneôs                       

pleasure.  On the sidewalk, lighted lanterns called ñParolsò (Filipino version of the star of David) add to the                             

joyous atmosphere that pervades the air. 

 The Filipino immigrants brought this tradition with them when they came to the United States.  Since it is 

not practical to hold a celebration at dawn, and the cold December weather will not allow it, local parishes hold 

the celebration at night.  While the form of the celebration is changed,  the substance remains. 

 In our Archdiocese, the Office of Multicultural Ministry gathered with Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz and 

members of the Filipino community to celebrate Simbang Gabi on December 19, 2014 at St. Margaret Mary 

Church, Louisville, KY. 
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 Multicultural Ministry is perceived by many in our society as a service for minorities, racially diverse 

populations or the newly arrived. The reality is Multicultural Ministry goes beyond skin color and a different                  

spoken language to embrace all people across the boundaries of their various cultures including geography,                                        

socio-economic status, age, etc.  

 It involves a deeper engagement and mutual impact between lived realities of individuals including faith                          

communities of different cultures. Multicultural Ministry leads new ways for our faith community of being sisters 

and brothers. It invites and encourages individuals to think outside of their box when defining who their neighbor 

is.  

 The Multicultural phenomenon is not new nor is it a trend; it is becoming what is necessary for all people 

to co-exist as sisters and brothers born of one God, where earth is their birth place, and freedom to express their                    

diversity is their birth rite in their journey together. Multicultural Ministry is an essential part of the life of the 

whole church, enriching every aspect of it including the membership.  

 Some advocates of Multicultural Ministry believe that it is a vision of the church becoming a community 

of faith where all equally belong. It is a desire for different spirituality; a new way of being where trust,                                    

forgiveness, open hospitality, sharing of cultural gifts, exchange of resources and affirmation of interdependence 

are embraced and are core values in any action plan. It is a work in progress where those engaged are reshaped 

every time they enter into a dialogue. 

 
Multicultural Ministry: Opportunities for Cross -Cultural and Intercultural Experiences 

By Mrs. M. Annette Mandley-Turner 

The Josephite Pastoral Center hosted leaders of African-American parishes during the three-day annual                             

conference held at St. Joseph Seminary in Washington, D.C., Nov. 11-13, 2014. 

 

With 35 parish leaders in attendance, the "Pastoring in Black Parishes" Conference provided                                                               

historical information and insights about the unique needs of serving in African-American parishes. During this 

"Clergy Enrichment Conference," presentations and workshops were aimed at helping the participants to 

"develop pastoral skills necessary to effectively serve in the African-American community" and to serve Black 

Catholics everywhere. 

 

Father Freddy Washington, CSSp., pastor of St. Mark Church in Harlem, New York, and Father Maurice Nutt, 

C.Ss.R., a member of the Redemptorist mission team, were presenters. Father William Norvel, superior general 

of the Josephites and Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ, also addressed the conference. 

 

According to Cheryl Holley, director of the Josephite Pastoral Center and coordinator of the conference, plans are 

already under way for next yearôs ñPastoring in Black Parishesò conference. 

SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday November 10, 2015 through Thursday, November 12, 2015. 

 

 

ñPastoring In Black Parishesò Conference 
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The Theme on Family and the Provincial Encuentro in Louisville 
By Mrs. Eva Gonzalez 

Family, the domestic church, is the cell of society where building communion among its members is                          

experienced. However, due to our human condition there are times when families are faced with challenges that 

affect their lives and those around them. This fact has concerned the Church which has worked diligently on this 

matter. 

Saint John Paul II in his Apostolic Letter Familiaris Consortio #17 reminds us that ñthe family has the 

mission to become more and more what it is, that is to say, a community of life and love, in an effort that will 

find fulfillment, as will everything created and redeemed, in the Kingdom of God.ò  

Following his steps, Pope Francis issued a letter To Families on February, 2014 where he so beautifully 

expresses ñIn your journey as a family, you share so many beautiful moments: meals, rest, housework, leisure, 

prayer, trips and pilgrimages, and times of mutual supporté Nevertheless, if there is no love then there is no joy, 

and authentic love comes to us from Jesus. He offers us his word, which illuminates our path; he gives us the 

Bread of life which sustains us on our journeyò. 

This same year, Pope Francis called for the III Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops 

titled "The pastoral challenges of the family in the context of evangelization" which is divided in three parts: 

Communicating the Gospel of the Family in Todayôs World; The Pastoral Program for the Family in Light of 

New Challenges; and An Openness to Life and Parental Responsibility in Upbringing. The content provided a 

clear scope for conversations at the synod and where a follow up will continue on the XIV Ordinary Assembly of 

the Synod of Bishops on the Family "The vocation and mission of the family in the Church and in the                                    

contemporary world" in October 2015. In between these two major gatherings, the World Meeting on Families 

will take place in September 2015 in Philadelphia with the participation of Pope Francis. 

Having in mind the vision of our Pope and the priorities of the United States Conference of Catholic                         

Bishops, USCCB, 2013-2016 which considers as one of its priorities: ñStrengthening Marriage and Family Life,ò 

in April 2014, the Office of Multicultural Ministry, Hispanic Ministry held a Day of Reflection titled ñCalled to 

Be an Evangelizing Familyò where a presentation on ñFamily and Evangelization: Affirming the Hispanic                          

Presenceò planted the seed on this important theme. Afterwards, a follow up took place at the second Hispanic 

Encuentro in the Archdiocese ñContinuing the Journey to Be an Evangelizing Familyò as a response to the Day 

of Reflection where a presentation on ñThe Domestic Church: Center of Evangelizationò highlighted the Joy of 

the Gospel in the context of family.   

What comes next? At the national level, addressed in a Letter to Bishops of the Southeast which includes 

regions V and XIV, it is mentioned that considering the priorities of the USCCB and the implications of the Syn-

ods, the South East Pastoral Institute, SEPI will convene Provincial Encuentros in the year 2015 with the partici-

pation of Hispanic leadership in the dioceses. The following points are included:   

¶ To assist in a discernment and planning process for Hispanic family life ministry in the Southeast 

¶ To obtain a renewed sense of mission and a clear vision on Hispanic family life ministry in the region 

¶ To provide the dioceses with pastoral resources and strategies to help in the evangelization of Hispanic 

families 

¶ To strengthen the Southeast networkôs capacity to serve and empower Hispanic families facing their 

different challenges 

 The Archdiocese of Louisvilleôs Office of Multicultural Ministry, Hispanic Ministry with great                                  

enthusiasm will host on May 23, 2015 one of the Provincial Encuentros which will welcome leaders from the 

dioceses of Covington, Knoxville, Lexington, Memphis, Nashville, and Owensboro. It is with great joy and 

hope that we look forward to this day and to continue our journey with the Hispanic community in the context 

of family life.  
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El Tema de la Familia y el Encuentro Provincial en Louisville 
Por Eva Gonzalez 

 La familia, la Iglesia doméstica, es la célula de la sociedad en donde la construcción de comunión entre sus 

miembros se vive. Sin embargo, debido a nuestra condición humana hay tiempos en que las familias se enfrentan a 

desafíos que afectan sus vidas y la de aquellos a su alrededor. Este hecho ha preocupado a la Iglesia la cual ha                                    

trabajado diligentemente en este asunto. 

 San Juan Pablo II en su carta apostólica Familiaris Consortio #17 nos recuerda que ñla familia tiene la misi·n 

de ser cada vez más lo que es, es decir, comunidad de vida y amor, en una tensión que, al igual que para toda realidad 

creada y redimida, hallar§ su cumplimiento en el Reino de Diosò.  

 Siguiendo sus pasos, el papa Francisco emitió una carta A Las Familias en Febrero de 2014 en donde ®l                           

expresa de una manera muy bella ñEn su camino familiar, ustedes comparten tantos momentos inolvidables: las                                 

comidas, el descanso, las tareas de la casa, la diversión, la oración, las excursiones y peregrinaciones, la solidaridad 

con los necesitadosé Sin embargo, si falta el amor, falta la alegr²a, y el amor aut®ntico nos lo da Jes¼s: £l nos ofrece 

su Palabra, que ilumina nuestro camino; nos da el Pan de vida, que nos sostiene en las fatigas de cada d²aò. 

 Este mismo año, el papa Francisco convocó la III Asamblea General Extraordinaria del Sínodo de Obispos 

titulada ñLos Desaf²os Pastorales sobre la Familia en el Contexto de la Evangelizaci·nò la cual est§ dividida en tres 

partes: Comunicar el Evangelio de la familia de hoy; la pastoral de la familia frente a los nuevos desafíos; y la                                 

apertura a la vida y la responsabilidad educativa. El contenido proporcionó un ámbito claro para conversaciones en el 

sínodo y en donde se dará seguimiento en la XIV Asamblea Ordinaria del Sínodo de Obispos sobre la Familia titulada 

ñLa Vocaci·n y la Misi·n de la Familia en la Iglesia y en el Mundo Contempor§neoò en octubre, 2015. En medio de 

estos dos grandes eventos, el Encuentro Mundial sobre las Familias se llevará a cabo en septiembre, 2015 en                             

Philadelphia con la participación del papa Francisco.   

 Teniendo en cuenta la visión de nuestro Papa y las prioridades de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los 

Estados Unidos, USCCB, 2013-2016 la cual considera como una de sus prioridades: ñFortaleciendo el Matrimonio y 

la Vida Familiarò, en abril, 2014, la Oficina del Ministerio Multicultural, Ministerio Hispano llev· a cabo un D²a de 

Reflexi·n titulado ñLlamados a Ser una Familia Evangelizadoraò en donde una presentaci·n sobre ñFamilia y                        

Evangelizaci·n: Afirmando la Presencia Hispanaò plant· las semillas sobre este importante tema. Posteriormente, se 

dio seguimiento en el segundo Encuentro Hispano de la Arquidi·cesis ñContinuando la Jornada a Ser una Familia 

Evangelizadoraò como respuesta al d²a de reflexi·n en donde una exposici·n sobre ñLa Iglesia Dom®stica: Centro de 

Evangelizaci·nò resalt· la Alegr²a del Evangelio en el contexto familiar. 

 ¿Qué sigue? A nivel nacional, dirigido en una Carta a los Obispos del Sureste el cual contempla las regiones V 

y XIV, se menciona que considerando las prioridades de la USCCB y las implicaciones de los Sínodos, el Instituto 

Pastoral del Sureste, SEPI, convocará Encuentros Provinciales en el año 2015 con la participación de líderes hispanos 

de las diócesis en donde se contemplan los siguientes puntos:  

¶ Asistir en un proceso de discernimiento y planeación para el ministerio de la vida familiar hispana en el                     

sureste 

¶ Obtener un sentido renovado de misión y una visión clara del ministerio de vida familiar hispana en la                           

región 

¶ Proveer a las diócesis con recursos pastorales y estrategias que ayuden en la evangelización de las familias 

hispanas 

¶ Fortalecer la capacidad de la red del sureste para servir y empoderar a las familias hispanas que enfrentan 

diferentes desafíos 

 La Oficina del Ministerio Multicultural, Ministerio Hispano de la Arquidiócesis de Louisville con gran                           

entusiasmo será anfitrión de uno de los Encuentros Provinciales el 23 de mayo, 2015 en donde recibirá a líderes de 

las diócesis de Covington, Knoxville, Lexington, Memphis, Nashville y Owensboro. Es con gran alegría y esperanza 

que esperamos con interés esta fecha y continuar nuestra jornada con la comunidad hispana en el contexto de la vida 

familiar.  
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The Physical Therapy Health Clinic at the Catholic Enrichment Center:  

A Match Made in Heaven 
By Catherine E.  (ñKateò) Crandell, PT, DPT, MDiv 

Assistant Professor & Director of the Michael E. Hobbs Service-Learning Clinic 

Bellarmine University  

 

Celebrate and Embrace 

Diversity! 

The partnership between the Catholic Enrichment Center (CEC) and the Bellarmine University Doctor of Physical 

Therapy Program began in 2009 when two students conducted their community partner capstone project by                        

investigating access to and utilization of physical therapy services in West Louisville. Their research revealed that 

West Louisville is a medically underserved community for physical therapy services. The next step was to collect 

information to determine if the residents of West Louisville would utilize physical therapy services if such                            

services were more accessible. After an overwhelming positive response, the Physical Therapy Health Clinic at 

the Catholic Enrichment Center began serving the residents of West Louisville in February, 2010. Together, the 

partnership between the CEC and the Bellarmine University Doctor of Physical Therapy Program has served                    

hundreds of patients/clients.  

 

The Bellarmine University Doctor of Physical Therapy Program has a four semester series of service-learning 

courses that includes pro bono (free) patient/client physical therapy services.  Within this service-learning model, 

students work in pairs to provide faculty-supervised physical therapy examination and treatment services to client 

volunteers at a service-learning clinic like the one at the CEC. Our client volunteers are a vital part of the service-

learning clinic experience! As students and faculty engage with the community through provision of physical                    

therapy services to client volunteers, we learn together. It has been suggested that ñlearning-service clinicò is a 

more appropriate name.   

 

What is physical therapy? The vision statement for the physical therapy profession is: ñTransforming society by 

optimizing movement to improve the human experience.ò Physical therapists are movement system specialists 

who identify and correct movement related faults and painful conditions. Physical therapy can help with: wellness 

check-ups; arthritis or joint pain; muscle pain or weakness; dizziness; balance or walking problems and womenôs 

health.     

 

The Physical Therapy Health Clinic at the CEC operates by appointment only.  Clinic hours are: Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 10:30 am ï 12:00 pm during the fall and the spring semesters. If you are interested in                                      

participating as a client volunteer, please call the CEC at 502-776-0262 or the Bellarmine University Doctor of 

Physical Therapy Program at 502-272-8353. We look forward to hearing from you!  
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