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STEWARDSHIP BULLETIN REFLECTIONS

CYCLE B – 2017-18 (USCCB Lectionary and New American Bible)

Based on reflections prepared by Reverend Thomas Gentile and

the Office of Mission Advancement
First Sunday of Advent (December 3, 2017)
“You do not know when the lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening….or in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping."  Mark 13:35-36
The good steward is always expected to have the affairs of the master in order at all times. There is no time for complacency. Stewardship entails readiness to serve others and vigilance in that service.
Second Sunday of Advent (December 10, 2017)
“But according to his promise we await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells."  2 Peter 3:13
Advent is not a passive waiting, but an active preparation for a new heaven and new earth. Like John the Baptist, we must prepare the way of the Lord. In their pastoral letter on stewardship, the U.S. Bishops emphasize that we are active co-workers in God's creative plan.

Third Sunday of Advent (December 17, 2017)
"Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus."  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
The opposite of stewardship is self-pity and ingratitude. Stewardship is about gratitude, rendering constant thanks, and being aware of how much we've received. With that realization, giving from abundance becomes natural.

Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 24, 2017)
“Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.”  Luke 1:38
It is through Mary's “YES” that the promise of the prophets finds fulfillment. Mary serves as a role model for all stewards.

The Nativity of the Lord [Christmas] (December 25, 2017)
“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14
Christmas is the celebration of God’s greatest gift: His only Son. No matter what we consider our personal gifts and generosity, we will never be able to give more than this.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (December 31, 2017)
“So it was that there came forth from one man….descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore.”  Hebrews 11:12

God will never be outdone in generosity. Through faith, selflessness, and generosity we are promised abundant blessings beyond anything we can imagine. 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (January 1, 2018)
“Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them.”  Luke 2:20
From early childhood, we are taught to say ‘thank you’ when receiving a gift. As we grow older, more mature ways are learned to express appreciation. When receiving God’s blessings, do we remember to thank him? Even the lowly shepherds at the time of Jesus’ birth returned to glorify and praise God for the gift of infant Jesus.
The Epiphany of the Lord (January 7, 2018)
"On entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They knelt down and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh."  Matthew 2:11
The wise men shared their treasures in thanksgiving for God's great gift to world. Are we willing share our treasures in praise and thanksgiving to God?

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (January 14, 2018)
“When Samuel went to sleep in his place, the LORD came and stood there, calling out as before: Samuel, Samuel! Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant is listening.””  1 Samuel 3:9-10
Today we hear Samuel respond eagerly, "Here I am" each time the Lord calls him. A steward must be listening for the call of God in one’s life and be ready to respond like Samuel "Speak, for your servant is listening.”

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (January 21, 2018)
“Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Then they abandoned their nets and followed him.”   Mark 1:17-18
If we truly recognize that all the things we have in life are gifts from God, would we be able to heed Christ’s call to give it all up and follow Him?
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (January 28, 2018)
“The people were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes."  Mark 1:22
Listening to the authority of Jesus' teachings helps us not be confused by the perceived 'wisdom' of the world. The world focuses only on self, while the authority of Jesus teaches a steward is to think of others rather than oneself.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 4, 2018)
“If I do so willingly, I have a recompense, but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship.”  1 Corinthians 9:17
Doing good works that are enjoyable, or that come natural, can be a pleasure. When faced with good works that are not simple, or that challenge us, do we serve as the hands of Jesus or do our hands stay tucked in comfortable pockets?
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 11, 2018)
“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.”  1 Corinthians 10:31
St. Paul goes straight to the essence of stewardship, "do everything for the Glory of God." If we see stewardship as a life in gratitude to God, all we do, say, or give is a thankful response that gives glory to the Giver of that very life.

First Sunday of Lent (February 18, 2018)
“….he also went to preach to the spirits in prison, who had once been disobedient while God patiently waited….”  1 Peter 3:19-20
Regardless of whether one has been a good steward of gifts in the past, it is never too late to begin sharing with a generous heart. Decide how you will use your blessings of time, talent, and treasure in service to God, the source of all blessings. Begin small if necessary, but begin!

Second Sunday of Lent (February 25, 2018)
“He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything else along with him?”  Romans 8:32
God our Heavenly Father gave us his most beloved gift of all, his very Son. When we give from what we most cherish, we too share Christ with others.
Third Sunday of Lent (March 4, 2018)
“To those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.”  John 2:16
Does my use of my time, talent, and treasure reflect my true priorities? In other words, do I have a marketplace mentality -- me centered? or, do I have a stewardship mentality – other centered?

Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 11, 2018)
"For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

Our good deeds go beyond just giving money to charity. Stewardship is not about how we spend our money, but about how we spend our lives.

Fifth Sunday of Lent (March 18, 2018)
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.”  John 12:24
We should never be afraid to give of ourselves. The Gospel assures us that we will be rewarded. Saint Teresa of Calcutta is purported to have said, "We can only take to Heaven, that which we give away on earth.” 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (March 25, 2018)
“[Christ Jesus] who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.”  Philippians 2:6

The attitude of Adam was envy – wanting to be "like God." The attitude of Christ is humility – wanting to be of service to God and others. Service is the way of the steward.

Easter Sunday (April 1, 2018)
"He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him."  Acts 10:38
An astute observer once defined stewardship as "preaching by example.” Christ's good works, his example, remain his most eloquent preaching. The same is true for us.

Second Sunday of Easter (April 8, 2018)
"The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in common.”  Acts 4:32
The Christian community described in Acts understood and practiced total stewardship. The believers did not claim personal ownership but held everything in common. Stewardship not only involves sharing our possessions with others, but also sharing our ownership of those possessions with God.

Third Sunday of Easter (April 15, 2018)
"Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts?"”  Luke 24:38
The first disciples were people who witnessed the risen Christ in the flesh. It was only when they gave themselves completely to Christ that their doubts and fears were released. To be the stewards that Jesus desires, we too must give ourselves completely to Him.
Fourth Sunday of Easter (April 22, 2018)
"I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man….sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away….This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep."  John 10:11-13
Unlike the hired hand, the good steward feels personal responsibility for the Owner's property. The image of the good shepherd teaches us that stewardship is not about money, but about responsibility and commitment.

Fifth Sunday of Easter (April 29, 2018)
"I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing."  John 15:5
We cannot produce abundantly without a deep prayer life, without living in God. A woman with a full time job and four children was once asked how she possibly had time to pray. She replied: "I am too busy not too pray! If I didn’t take time to be with God, I would be swallowed up in chaos."

Sixth Sunday of Easter (May 6, 2018)
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  John 15:11-13
The good steward rejoices, loves, and is a friend of Jesus. Stewardship flows out of our love and friendship with the Son of God.

The Ascension of the Lord (May 13, 2018)
“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him.”  Ephesians 1:17
We love and serve a God we cannot see, yet we see Him in everyone and everything around us. Being good stewards of all that is around us is how we show our love of God.
Pentecost Sunday (May 20, 2018)

"There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone."  1 Corinthians 12:4-6
We need to pay special attention to the gifts we are given. God called fisherman to be apostles and great preachers. We never know what gifts God will call us to use. The talents we are called to share may be the ones of which we are least aware.

The Most Holy Trinity Sunday (May 27 2018)
"Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age."  Matthew 28:20
God is always with us, but how often are we with God? Our relationship with God is like our relationship with our children. What our children really want from us is our time. The same is true of God. In our stewardship of time, how much time do we set aside for God in prayer?

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ [Corpus Christi] (June 3, 2018)
"While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many.””  Mark 14:22-24
The Eucharist illustrates the ultimate model of stewardship – the sharing of God’s very self with all who seek Him.

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 10, 2018)
"But he said to them in reply, “Who are my mother and [my] brothers? Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.””  Mark 3:33,35
Throughout scripture, we are taught that everyone is our brother and sister. We are called to treat everyone as our family; to love, share, and protect. Yet we sometimes treat others as outsiders. Let us extend an invitation to those outsiders to join our family!
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 17, 2018)
“He said, “To what shall we compare the kingdom of God….? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky can dwell in its shade.””  Mark 4:30-32
Stewardship teaches us that no matter how insignificant we may seem to ourselves, we can produce great things when we use the gifts that God has given us.

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist (June 24, 2018)
"The child grew and became strong in spirit…."  Luke 1:80
Like the young John the Baptist, stewardship calls us to grow in the Spirit and in so doing we become strong in our faith.

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 1, 2018)
"….according to what one has, not according to what one does not have; not that others should have relief while you are burdened, but that as a matter of equality your surplus at the present time should supply their needs, so that their surplus may also supply your needs....”  2 Corinthians 8:12-14
Stewardship is about seeking a balance in one’s life. Stewardship recognizes that we are to share our blessings in a loving and just way in proportion to the manner in which we have been blessed. 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 8, 2018)
“So he was not able to perform any mighty deed there, apart from curing a few sick people by laying his hands on them. He was amazed at their lack of faith.“  Mark 6:5-6
Stewardship is a faith response. Christ could not perform good works without faith. Neither can we. If faith without works is dead, so are works without faith.

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 15, 2018)
"In him we have redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of transgressions, in accord with the riches of his grace."  Ephesians 1:7
God has been generous to each of us. Does God's generosity elicit in us a grateful response by the way we share our time, talent, and treasure?

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 22, 2018)
"The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught. He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” People were coming and going in great numbers, and they had no opportunity even to eat."  Mark 6:30-31
Stewardship does not mean you should pack your life full of more and more activities till there is no time left. Christ tells us to take a break once in awhile. Part of stewardship of time is time to rest.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 29, 2018)
"Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were reclining, and also as much of the fish as they wanted.”  John 6:11
The multiplication of the loaves and fishes teaches a basic principle of stewardship. That is that generosity travels in an ever-widening circle, returning a hundredfold to those who give from their substance.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 5, 2018)
"And put on the new self, created in God’s way in righteousness and holiness of truth."  Ephesians 4:24
The distinction of being a beloved son or daughter comes from imitating Christ. When we are baptized, we put on a new self. This is a self that is lived in imitation of Christ. 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 12, 2018)
"So be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and handed himself over for us as a sacrificial offering to God for a fragrant aroma."  Ephesians 5:1-2
Maturity is the ability to do the things that should be done, whether you like it or not. Recognizing our need to give is a mature sense of stewardship.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 19, 2018)
"Give thanks always and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father."  Ephesians 5:20
If you do not see a reason for giving thanks, then you might need to examine your life more closely.

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 26, 2018)
“But the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods. For it was the LORD, our God, who brought us and our ancestors up out of the land of Egypt….Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”  Joshua 24:16-18
What gods do we worship - greed, selfishness, comfort, appearances, consumerism, pleasure? A steward is thankful to the God of generosity and does not become trapped in worshiping other false gods.

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 2, 2018)
"All good giving and every perfect gift is from above….[God] willed to give us birth by the word of truth that we may be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”  James 1:17-18
Every gift we have comes from God. In recognition of this fact, we are invited to return the first fruits of our time, talent, and treasure to God.

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 9, 2018)
"My brothers, show no partiality as you adhere to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ."  James 2:1
We should show no favoritism to those we serve or in how we serve. All of our talents are equally important, no matter how humble. Our small acts of kindness to others make more of a difference than our grandiose efforts.

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 16, 2018)
"What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?"  James 2:14
St. James poses this bold question because he believes this basic tenant of Christian stewardship – all are called to share their gifts in love and justice with others to build up God’s kingdom. 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 23, 2018)
"You covet but do not possess. You kill and envy but you cannot obtain; you fight and wage war. You do not possess because you do not ask. You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions."  James 4:2-3
St. James warns each one of us against the dangers of materialism. In fighting the materialism in our culture, I must ask myself not only, "What do I own?" But more importantly, "What owns me?" What is the one thing I possess that I could not live without? This is what owns me.

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 30, 2018)
"For whoever is not against us is for us."  Mark 9:40
The practice of stewardship should not provoke quarrels and factions. There are many different ways a person or a parish can practice stewardship. Anyone who is trying to practice stewardship is part of a common journey in faith.

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 7, 2018)

"The LORD God said: It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suited to him."  Genesis 2:18
The U.S. Bishops' pastoral on stewardship calls us to a life of community in order to fight the destructive individualism in our culture. It is not good to be alone.

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 14, 2018)
“Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, “You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to [the] poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.””  Mark 10:21
Following Christ in a consumer society like ours is not an easy task. As a result, we are trained not to give anything, but to always pay for what we get; and to expect everyone else to do the same.

Twenty-Nineth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 21, 2018)
"Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all."  Mark 10:42-44
Stewardship is an expression of our practical faith. It is not just about how we spend our money, but about how we spend our lives. We are called to spend our lives in service to others.

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 28, 2018)
"Jesus said to him in reply, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man replied to him, “Master, I want to see.” Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has saved you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way."  Mark 10:51-52
The healing and gifts we share with others are based on the healing and gifts we have first received from God. Our generosity is a response to God's generosity.

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 4, 2018)
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength."  Mark 12:30

True stewardship is other directed. The question a steward always tries to answer is: "What is the best way I can show my love for this neighbor?"

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 11, 2018)
"….Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood."  Mark 12:43-44

What made the widow give from her need? Maybe her state in life made her realize that relying on God is the way she had survived in the past. What in our lives keeps us from this same act of faith?

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 18, 2018)
"Every priest stands daily at his ministry, offering frequently those same sacrifices that can never take away sins….Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer offering for sin."  Hebrews 10:11,18
Stewardship is not about guilt, but gratitude and service. The motto for stewardship is not, "give until it hurts," but "give until it feels good."

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (November 25, 2018)
"…. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice"  John 18:37
Stewardship is not an ideal but a lived faith. In order to carry out the Master's wishes (action), the good steward must first know the Master's mind (prayer) and listen to the Master's voice. Stewardship has often been defined as "prayer elevated to a lifestyle."
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