
 

 

 

 “[A] healthy pluralism…does not entail privatizing religions in an attempt to reduce them to the quiet obscurity of 
the individual’s conscience or to relegate them to the enclosed precincts of churches, synagogues or mosques.”  
- Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of the Gospel”), no. 255 
 

 “Religious freedom is not only that of private thought or worship. It is the liberty to live, both privately and publicly, 
according to the ethical principles resulting from found truth.” - June 20, 2014 

 
 “We must promote religious liberty for all people. Every man and woman must be free to profess his or her faith, 

whatever it may be.  Why?  Because that man and that woman are children of God.” - May 20, 2013 
 
 “I cannot fail to recall the many instances of injustice and persecution which daily afflict religious minorities, and 

Christians in particular, in various parts of our world.  Communities and individuals today find themselves subjected 
to barbaric acts of violence: they are evicted from their homes and native lands, sold as slaves, killed, beheaded, 
crucified or burned alive, under the shameful and complicit silence of so many.” – Nov. 25, 2014 

 
 “Dear brothers and sisters who courageously bear witness to Jesus in the land blessed by the Lord, our consolation 

and our hope is Christ himself.  I encourage you, then, to remain close to him, like branches on the vine, in the 
certainty that no tribulation, distress or persecution can separate us from him (cf. Rom 8:35).  May the trials which 
you are presently enduring strengthen the faith and the fidelity of each and all of you!” - Dec. 21, 2014 

 
 “When, in the name of an ideology, there is an attempt to remove God from society, it ends up adoring idols, and 

very soon men and women lose their way, their dignity is trampled and their rights violated.” - Sept. 23, 2014 
 
 “We cannot deny that intolerance towards those with different religious convictions is a particularly insidious enemy, 

one which today is being witnessed in various areas around the world.  All believers must be particularly vigilant so 
that, in living out with conviction our religious and ethical code, we may always express the mystery we intend to 
honour.” - Sept. 23, 2014 
 

 “Authentic religion is a source of peace and not of violence!  No one must use the name of God to commit violence!  
To kill in the name of God is a grave sacrilege.  To discriminate in the name of God is inhuman.” - Sept. 23, 2014 

 
 “Whenever adherence to a specific religious tradition gives birth to service that shows conviction, generosity and 

concern for the whole of society without making distinctions, then there too exists an authentic and mature living 
out of religious freedom…  The more men and women are at the service of others, the greater their freedom!” 
- Sept. 23, 2014 

 
 “We must not be afraid of being Christian and living as Christians!  We must have this courage to go and proclaim 

the Risen Christ, for he is our peace; he made peace with his love, with his forgiveness, with his blood and with his 
mercy.” - Apr. 7, 2013 

 
 “What does freedom mean?  It is certainly not doing whatever you want, allowing yourself to be dominated by the 

passions, to pass from one experience to another without discernment, to follow the fashions of the day; freedom 
does not mean, so to speak, throwing everything that you don't like out the window…  Let us not be afraid of life 
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commitments, commitments that take up and concern our entire life!  In this way our life will be fruitful!  And this is 
freedom: to have the courage to make these decisions with generosity.” - May 4, 2013 
 

 “In today’s world, religious freedom is more often affirmed than put into practice.”  Defending religious liberty 
“guarantees the growth and development of the entire community.” - June 8, 2013 

 
 “Marriage and the family are in crisis today.  We now live in a culture of the temporary, in which more and more 

people reject marriage as a public obligation.  This revolution of customs and morals has often waved ‘the flag of 
freedom’, but it has, in reality, brought spiritual and material devastation to countless human beings, especially the 
poorest and most vulnerable.” - Nov. 17, 2014 

 
 “In the end, what kind of dignity is there without the possibility of freely expressing one’s thought or professing 

one’s religious faith?  What dignity can there be without a clear juridical framework which limits the rule of force and 
enables the rule of law to prevail over the power of tyranny?  What dignity can men and women ever enjoy if they are 
subjected to all types of discrimination?” – Nov. 25, 2014 

 
 “Nor, in writing to you, can I remain silent about the members of other religious and ethnic groups who are also 

experiencing persecution and the effects of these conflicts.  Every day I follow the new reports of the enormous 
suffering endured by many people in the Middle East.  I think in particular of the children, the young mothers, the 
elderly, the homeless and all refugees, the starving and those facing the prospect of a hard winter without an 
adequate shelter.  This suffering cries out to God and it calls for our commitment to prayer and concrete efforts to 
help in any way possible.  I want to express to all of you my personal closeness and solidarity, as well as that of the 
whole Church, and to offer you a word of consolation and hope.” - Dec. 21, 2014 

 
 “The tragic situation faced by our Christian brothers and sisters in Iraq, as well as by the Yazidi and members of 

other religious and ethnic communities, demands that all religious leaders clearly speak out to condemn these crimes 
unanimously and unambiguously, and to denounce the practice of invoking religion in order to justify them.” - Dec. 
21, 2014 

 

 “Today the Churches and ecclesial communities in Europe find themselves facing new and decisive challenges, 
which can only be answered effectively by speaking with one voice. I am thinking, for example, of the challenge 
posed by legislators who, in the name of some badly interpreted principle of tolerance, end up preventing citizens 
from freely expressing and practicing their own religious convictions in a peaceful and legitimate way.” - May 7, 2015 
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