Bulletin Blurbs — Fortnight for Freedom — English/Spanish

Bulletin Blurb: June 6-7: The Most Cherished of American Freedoms

From June 21 to July 4, Catholics across our nation are observing a “Fortnight for Freedom.”
In his famous “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. boldly said:
“The goal of America is freedom.” The Church does not ask for special treatment, simply the
right of religious freedom for all citizens...This right is not only about our ability to go to Mass
on Sunday or pray the Rosary at home. It is about whether we can make our contribution to the
common good of all Americans. Can we do the good works our faith calls us to do, without
having to compromise that very same faith? Without religious liberty properly understood, all
Americans suffer, especially the poor and vulnerable who may be deprived of the essential
contribution in education, health care, feeding the hungry, civil rights, and social services that
religious Americans make every day.

(Excerpt from “Protecting Consciences,” United States Conference of Catholic Bishops June
Nationwide Bulletin Insert)

Bulletin Blurb: June 13-14: Specific Threats to Religious Liberty: Marriage

From June 21 to July 4, Catholics across our nation are observing a “Fortnight for Freedom.”
Why do we need this time of prayer, study, and action about religious liberty? Among several
threats is a redefinition of marriage that could greatly impact religious liberty. Marriage and
family are the foundation of society. Redefining marriage in the law will make the Church’s
teaching, as well as any public witness to it, against the law and even a form of so-called bigotry.
It will cause innumerable conflicts between the state and religious institutions and individuals,
and in fact, there are already numerous examples of these types of conflicts. Please join us in
praying, studying, and acting for increased protections of religious liberty as we seek to rebuild a
culture favorable to life and marriage.

(Excerpts from “One Man, One Woman, For Life,” United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops 2013 and “Life, Marriage & Religious Liberty, ” United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops February-March Nationwide Bulletin Insert)

Bulletin Blurb: June 20-21: Specific Threats to Religious Liberty: Health Care

From June 21 to July 4, Catholics across our nation are observing a “Fortnight for Freedom.”
Why do we need this time of prayer, study, and action about religious liberty? The right of
religious liberty includes a right to provide and receive health care without being required to
violate our most fundamental beliefs. Actions requiring almost all health care plans to cover
sterilizations and contraception; the loss of a contract to combat human trafficking by a Catholic
agency because it could not comply with new requirements to facilitate abortions; and attempted
requirements in some states to force even Catholic hospitals to allow abortion or provide
abortion coverage are all examples of serious threats to our fundamental religious liberties. The
need to improve current law is clear and requires our prayer, study, and action.

(Excerpt from “Why We Need a Health Care Conscience Rights Act, ” United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops 2013 Fact Sheet)
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Bulletin Blurb: June 27-28: What Can | Do to Protect Religious Freedom?

From June 21 to July 4, Catholics across our nation are observing a “Fortnight for Freedom.” As
a citizen and a Catholic, what can | do? You have the opportunity to keep up with religious
freedom issues through text messages from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Just text the word “FREEDOM?” to 377377. You also can keep informed about religious liberty,
life, marriage and family, community, education, and social justice issues of importance to the
Church by becoming a faithful citizen advocate through the Catholic Conference of Kentucky.
Go to www.votervoice.net/ CCKY/Reqister to sign up to become a faithful citizen advocate. For
more information about the issue of religious liberty, visit www.archlou.org/fortnight.

2015 Insertos Promocionales-Quincena por la Libertad

Inserto Promocional: 6-7 de junio: La Mas Preciada de las Libertades Americanas

Del 21 de junio al 4 de Julio, catolicos por toda la nacion observaran la ”La Quincena por la
Libertad”. En su famosa “Carta de la Carcel de Birmingham”, el Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
audazmente dijo: “La meta de América es la libertad”. La Iglesia no pide un trato especial, sino
simplemente el derecho de libertad religiosa para todos los ciudadanos... Este derecho no es solo
acerca de nuestra habilidad de asistir a Misa los domingos o rezar el Rosario en el hogar. Se trata
de poder contribuir al bien comdn de todos los estadounidenses. ¢Podemos hacer las buenas
obras que nuestra fe nos pide, sin transigir en los principios que sostienen esa fe? Sin una
comprension correcta de lo que es la libertad religiosa, todos los estadounidenses se veran
afectados, especialmente los pobres y vulnerables al faltarles aportes esenciales como educacion,
servicios de salud, asistencia a los que sufren hambre, derechos civiles y servicios sociales que
estadounidenses creyentes realizan cada dia. (Extracto de “Protecting Consciences,” United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops June Nationwide Bulletin Insert)

Inserto Promocional: 13-14 de junio: Atentados Especificos a la Libertad Religiosa: El
Matrimonio

Del 21 de junio al 4 de Julio, cat6licos por toda la nacion observaran “La Quincena por la
Libertad” ;Por qué necesitamos este tiempo de oracion, estudio y accion acerca de la libertad
religiosa? Entre varios atentados hay una redefinicion del matrimonio que podria impactar
enormemente la libertad religiosa. EI matrimonio y la familia son el cimiento de la sociedad..
Redefiniendo el matrimonio en la ley hara que la ensefianza de la Iglesia, asi como cualquier
testigo publico a ello en contra de la ley y hasta en una forma de fanatismo. Causara
innumerables conflictos entre el estado e instituciones religiosas e individuos, y de hecho, hay
numerosos ejemplos de este tipo de conflictos. Por favor inanse a nosotros en oracion,
estudiando y actuando por un aumento de protecciones de libertad religiosa al buscar reconstruir
una cultura favorable de vida y matrimonio. (Extracto de “One Man, One Woman, For Life,”
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 2013 and “Life, Marriage & Religious Liberty,”
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops February-March Nationwide Bulletin Insert)
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http://www.votervoice.net/CCKY/Register
http://www.archlou.org/fortnight.
http://www.archlou.org/fortnight.

Inserto Promocional: 20-21 de junio: Atentados Especificos a la Libertad Religiosa: Cuidado de
la Salud

Del 21 de junio al 4 de Julio, catolicos por toda la naciéon observaran “La Quincena por la
Libertad” ;Por qué necesitamos este tiempo de oracion, estudio y accién acerca de la libertad
religiosa? El derecho de libertad religiosa incluye un derecho a proveer y recibir cuidado de la
salud sin requerir violar nuestras mas profundas creencias. Acciones recientes requieren que casi
todos los planes de cuidado de la salud cubran esterilizaciones y anticoncepcion; la pérdida de un
contrato para luchar contra trafico humano por una agencia catélica porque no pudo cumplir con
nuevos requisitos para facilitar abortos; e intento de requisitos en algunos estados de forzar
hospitales catélicos de permitir el aborto o proveer cobertura para aborto son todos ejemplos de
serios atentados a nuestras fundamentales libertades religiosas. La necesidad de mejorar la ley
actual es clara y requiere de oracion, estudio y accion. (Extracto de “Why We Need a Health
Care Conscience Rights Act,” United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 2013 Fact Sheet)

Inserto Promocional: 27-28 de junio: ;Qué Puedo Hacer para Proteger la Libertad Religiosa?
Del 21 de junio al 4 de Julio, catolicos por toda la nacion observaran “La Quincena por la
Libertad” Como ciudadano y catolico, ;qué puedo hacer? Ud. tiene la oportunidad de mantenerse
al dia con cuestiones de libertad religiosa a través de mensajes de texto de United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Envie el texto “LIBERTAD” al 377377. Ud. puede ademas
mantenerse informado acerca de la libertad religiosa, la vida, el matrimonio y la familia, la
comunidad, la educacion, y asuntos de justicia social de importancia para la Iglesia volviéndose
un ciudadano fiel defensor a través de Catholic Conference of Kentucky. Vaya a
www.votervoice.net/CCKY/Register para inscribirse y hacerse un fiel defensor del ciudadano.
Para mayor informacidn acerca de la cuestion de libertad religiosa, visite
www.archlou.org/fortnight.
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