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Multiculturalism is not a new trend. 

Our church has always been multicul-

tural, whether or not many are willing 

to admit it. We have become more 

aware of its impact in our lives now 

more than ever before. More impor-

tantly, there appears to be a readiness 

on our part to engage at a new level of 

understanding as to what we must do to 

embrace the multicultural realities in 

which we coexist. As a church, we are 

faced with opportunities to reexamine 

our system of beliefs and behaviors, 

calling us to recognize and respect the 

presence of all diverse groups in our 

faith community and in the larger soci-

ety. Through the ministry of the multi-

cultural perspective, our faith commu-

nity has become more open to ac-

knowledging and valuing cultural diversity in our midst. In a real way, 

it calls us to be a church in a different way. 

 

The essence of multiculturalism is the ability to celebrate the diversity 

in our midst in a manner that surpasses all barriers and brings about a 

unity in diversity. It also encourages, enables and celebrates the contri-

butions of the various cultural groups to the church, even when the cul-

tural gifts may not be fully understood. 

 

A Multicultural Perspective:  

Embracing Diversity in Our Midst  
By M. Annette Mandley-Turner, Executive Director 
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When Roman Catholics celebrate Mass, all the prayer texts, the Scripture readings 

and the directives for how Mass is to be celebrated are in a collection of books 

called the Roman Missal. The Scripture readings for Sundays, feasts, and weekday 

liturgies are in the volumes called the Lectionary. There is also a book containing 

only the Gospels which is carried in procession on Sunday. This book is used for the 

proclamation of the Holy Gospel. 

 

On the First Sunday of Advent 2011 we will begin using a new book for the celebra-

tion of Mass.  This volume of the Roman Missal contains all the prayers of the 

Mass, those voiced by the priest celebrant, such as the opening prayer and the Eu-

charistic Prayer, the prayers prayed by all the people, such as the Gloria, Creed, 

Lordôs Prayer and many of the dialogues between the priest/deacon and people, and 

the cantor/lector and people. 

 

Why do we need a new one? To answer this question we have to begin with the ex-

traordinary work of the Second Vatican Council, held from 1962-1965.  For Catho-

lics in the United States up to that time, the Scripture readings and the prayer texts 

of the Mass were in Latin. The document on liturgy that came out of this council stressed the importance of the peo-

pleôs ñfull, conscious, and active participation in the liturgy.ò It emphasized that this participation is their right and 

their duty by reason of their baptism.  In order to enable active participation, permission was given for the Mass to be 

celebrated in the vernacular, the language of the people, wherever they lived in the world. A translation into each and 

every language would make it possible for the people to understand the readings and the prayer texts and enable them 

to respond with comprehension.  

 

In 1974 we got our first English translation of the Mass for use in the United States. Keep in mind that the translation 

into a particular language always begins with the Latin text. There have been many, many revisions over the centuries 

to include new prayer texts, to revise old ones, or to include a change in ritual. Each time there is a new Latin missal 

there must be a new translation into each mother tongue. 

 

This is our history, our tradition, our foundation from a long line dating back to the early centuries of Christianity. 

Some of the actual prayers we use today can be traced back to those early years of Christianity. Although many texts 

date from the very earliest days, others are brand new texts.    

 

In the upcoming year, we are again preparing for the implementation of a new translation of the prayers of the Mass.  

The Holy See presented us with a new Latin missal in 2000 which then underwent a long consultative process of 

translation into English, taking nearly ten years.  This new English translation will not only be used by Roman Catho-

lics in the United States but also in ten other English speaking countries: Australia, Canada, England, Wales, India, 

Ireland, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Scotland and South Africa.  

 

There is something quite extraordinary about Catholics in all these countries praying the same prayers. We all express 

our faith together with one voice while still honoring our diversity and the plentiful gifts of each culture. Let us begin 

our preparation to receive this new missal with great joy. 

 

A New Missal:   

What Is A Missal and Why Do We Need A New One? 

By Judy Bullock, 

Director of the Office of Worship 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Native American Catholics: 

A Blessing to the Catholic Community 
By Charmein Weathers  

Native Americans reflect a strong presence at the Catholic Cultural Diversity Network Convocation hosted 

by the University of Notre Dame 

The Catholic community is blessed, enriched and profoundly challenged by the faith of Native Americans in our 

midst. We ask the Catholic community to join us in seeking new understanding and awareness of their situation and 

in committing our church to new advocacy and action with our Native American brothers and sisters on issues of 

social justice and pastoral life which touch their lives.ò 
excerpt from the 2003 "Native American Catholics at the Millenniumò 

The subcommittee Mandate: The subcommittee on Native American Affairs is under the direction of and assists the Commit-

tee on Cultural Diversity within the Church by working directly with the standing committee and collaboratively with other 

USCCB committees to address the pastoral concerns of Native American (North American Aboriginals) Catholics to affirm 

the gifts and contributions of Native American Catholics and to provide more opportunities for Native American Catholics to 

engage in the life of the Church and help shape its evangelization mission. This mandate includes the following areas of re-

sponsibility: The subcommittee is directly responsible for outreach to Native American Catholics 

 A full -blooded Native-American, Father Sands belongs to the Ojibway, Ottawa and Potawatomi tribes. He 

grew up on the Indian reservation of Walpole Island (Bkejwanong First Nation) which is located on the St. Clair 

River between Michigan and Ontario. Holding an MBA from the University of Toronto, Ontario and a BBA from 

Eastern Michigan University, he is an accountant by training. Father Sands worked in corporate banking before 

joining the diocesan priesthood. 

 On May 14, 2005, he was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Detroit and is currently pastor of St. Al-

fred Parish in Taylor, Michigan. He worked for the Archdiocese of Detroitôs Department of Parish Life and Ser-

vices in the area of Native American and Hispanic Ministries during his time in the seminary. He has continued to 

be very involved in Hispanic Ministry as a priest and a pastor. Father Sands will continue to be based in Michigan 

while serving as the consultant on Native American Affairs to the U.S.C.C.B. 

         There are approximately 2,383,500 Native American Catholics in the United States, 

representing roughly 3.5% of all Catholics in the U.S. Approximately 20% of all Native 

Americans residing in the United States consider themselves Roman Catholic. The Se-

cretariat of Cultural Diversity in the Church welcomed Father Maurice Henry Sands as a 

ñconsultantò on Native American Affairs at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops on 

September 1, 2010. Father Sands provides consultation to the U.S. Catholic bishops and 

staff, diocesan personnel and pastoral ministers on issues concerning Native Americans. 

He also assists in the development of web-based resources and workshops for bishops 

and others on ministry to Native Americans. Native American Catholics have requested 

to have representation in the Cultural Diversity Secretariat that was created in January 

2008. Since then, the Bishopsô Subcommittee on Native Americans has been operational. 

This is the first time that the subcommittee has been staffed by a Native American. Father Maurice Sands 



The following article on the African American Catholic History Celebration was written and published in The Record 

on November 11, 2010. The Record is the newspaper of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Louisville. 

ST. CATHARINE, Ky. ð 

 As African American Catho-

lics gathered to celebrate their history 

and heritage, they were reminded that 

their journey has been and still is a 

holy one. 

 ñThe journey for African 

American Catholics has been and con-

tinues to be a pilgrimage of faith,ò Fa-

ther Ricardo Bailey of Atlanta, GA., 

said in a talk at the annual African 

American Catholic History Celebration 

at St. Catharine College last Sunday, 

Nov. 7. ñWe must hold on to the notion 

that we must walk on faith and not 

by sight.ò  

 Father Bailey also reminded 

the 300 or so people who attended the 

event ñjust how far we have come and 

the powerful shoulders we stand on 

today.ò But he also said we still have 

ñfar to go.ò 

 ñTraveling Through Timeò 

was the theme of the 26th annual his-

tory celebration. The event, sponsored 

by the Archdiocese of Louisville Of-

fice of Multicultural Ministry, included 

songs by the Archdiocesan Gospel 

Choir and ñA Litany of Freedomò 

led by Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz. 

 Father Bailey, the principal 

speaker at the celebration, emphasized 

the holy nature of the African Ameri-

can Catholic journey. 

 Itôs a holy journey, he said, 

because ñthrough it all the devil has 

not had the victory, the haters have not 

torn me down and I am still in my right 

mind and in my right place praising my 

good and gracious God. ... I am blessed 

and highly favored. 

 ñThis journey has been holy 

because it hasnôt broken us down, but, 

thanks be to God, it has made us 

stronger.ò 

 Father Bailey told people as-

sembled in the St. Catharine College 

gymnasium that the African American 

Catholic story ñis not only a cultural 

story.  

It is richer and more profound because it 

is a reflection of our sacramental his-

tory.ò 

 As members of the Catholic 

Church, he said we celebrate that ñwe 

not only receive the sacraments, but we 

live the sacraments out. We are called to 

be (a) sacrament to everybody we 

meet.ò 

 He told the audience, ñWe 

know that we seek Godôs forgiveness 

in the Sacrament of Penance. We are 

called not only to work out our own 

sanctification and salvation, but we are 

truly to care about and extend to others 

the same gift God gives to you and to 

me, and that is a second chance.ò 

 As a eucharistic people, we are 

ñall called to imitate the Lordò and to 

ñshare his love with each and every per-

son who we meet,ò said Father Bailey. 

And the gifts of the Holy Spirit ñare to 

be sharedò with others and ñused 

throughout our lives so we can be holy 

and equipped to do the work of minis-

try.ò 

 While asking African American 

Catholics to remember ñjust how far we 

have come,ò Father Bailey said ñwe as 

people cannot help to remember and 

know ... It has not been easy.ò 

 ñItôs been bittersweet ð from 

slavery to freedom, from Jim Crow to 

Martin Luther King, from being tourists 

at the White House to now being a resi-

dent of it,ò he said. ñOur history has 

been bittersweet and very interesting.ò 

 But he added that ñfor all of 

us here today we know that the cultural 

advances will never mean a thing if we 

do not remain rooted and focused on 

doing Godôs will. ... May we forever 

stand true to our God and true to our 

native land.ò 

 In saying that African American 

Catholics still ñhave so far to go,ò Fa-

ther Bailey asked members of the audi-

ence ñto recommit yourselves to be 

faithful to God the Father, God the Son 

and God the Holy Spirit. 

I ask (you) to remain faithful and stead-

fast when itôs not popular to do so when 

you are at work, when you are at 

schoolò and with friends. 

 He added: ñRemain in com-

munion with the bishop of Rome and 

his successors; remain in dialogue and 

in communion with Archbishop Kurtz 

and all the clergy and religious of this 

archdiocese; (and) remain in commun-

ion with each other.ò 

 Father Bailey also stressed the 

ñresponsibility that we all have to 

change the world with the love and the 

liberation we have in and through the 

risen Jesus. 

 

Journey of African Americans is Termed A Pilgrimage of Faith 

African American Catholics gather to celebrate their history on Nov. 7 event 
By Joseph Duerr, Record Editor 



 More than 500 years ago, when the Spanish Conquistadors 

landed in what is now Mexico, they encountered natives practicing a 

ritual that seemed to mock death. It was a ritual the indigenous peo-

ple had been practicing at least 3,000 years. A ritual the Spaniards 

would try unsuccessfully to eradicate. This ritual is known today as 

Día de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead and is celebrated each year 

in Mexico and in certain parts of the United States and Central 

America. Although the ritual has since been merged with Catholic 

theology, it still maintains the basic principles of the Aztec ritual, 

such as the use of skulls.  

 Today, people don wooden skull masks called calacas and 

dance in honor of their deceased relatives. The wooden skulls are 

also placed on altars that are dedicated to the dead. Sugar skulls are 

also made with the names of the dead person placed on the fore-

head. The Aztecs and other Meso-American civilizations kept skulls 

as trophies and displayed them during the ritual. The skulls were 

used to symbolize death and rebirth. The skulls were used to honor 

the dead, whom the Aztecs and other Meso-American civilizations 

believed came back to visit during the month long ritual. The na-

tives viewed death as the continuation of life and instead of fearing 

death, they embraced it. To them, life was a dream and only in death did they become truly awake. The ritual coincides with All 

Saints' Day and All Souls' Day (Nov. 1 and 2), which is when it is celebrated.  

 In rural Mexico, people visit the cemetery where their loved ones are buried. They decorate gravesites with marigold 

flowers and candles and bring toys for dead children and bottles of tequila for adults. They sit on picnic blankets next to grave-

sites and eat the favorite food of their loved ones. In Guadalupe, the ritual is celebrated much like it is in rural Mexico. In the 

United States and in Mexico's larger cities, families build altars in their homes, dedicating them to the dead. A Dia de los Muer-

tos altar is meant to honor the memory of someone who touched your life. This can be anyone from the family, friends, the 

family pet or someone that you may not know personally but would still like to honor. Anyone that may have had a positive 

impact on your life could be the subject of your altar. An altar can also be made to show your support for others. They surround 

these altars with flowers, sugar skulls, food and pictures of the deceased. They light candles and place them next to the altar. A 

Dia de los Muertos altar can be as simple or as elaborate as you want, as large or as small as you want also. The purpose of an 

altar is to remember those that have passed on. 

 The Office of Multicultural Ministry erected five altars this year 

in various locations around the city. Each one was dedicated to a specific 

theme. The theme of the altar placed at the Maloney Center  was the mili-

tary and was dedicated to our fallen members of the armed forces; the 

theme of the altar placed at the Chancery was cancer and was dedicated to 

those who lost their battle to the disease; the theme of the altar placed at 

the Catholic Enrichment Center was 

Haiti and was dedicated to victims of 

natural disasters; the altarsô placed at 

the Flaget Center and the Archdiocese 

of Louisvilleôs History Center located 

at the Cathedral of the Assumption 

Patterson Education Center were dedi-

cated to Mexican Martyrs and to De-

ceased Clergy and Religious, in that 

order. 

 

ñDay of the Deadò 
By Charmein Weathers 

The Chancery: Cancer 

Patterson Education Center: Deceased Clergy & Religious 

Maloney Center: M
ilitary 

http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/articles/dead-history.html
http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/articles/dead-history.html


 

KAWANZAA  

Tradition and Misconceptions  
By M. Annette Mandley-Turner 

Office of Multicultural Ministry Executive Director  

 

 

There appears to be an agreement as to the essence of the word Tradition by resources (dictionaries) which are 

credible indicating that it is the passing down of elements of a culture from generation to generation, especially by 

oral communication. It derives from the Latin traditionem, which means "handing over, passing on". 

I am electing to begin this article by addressing the definition of tradition and following up with the misconcep-

tions about Kwanzaa.  There seems to be some ambiguity about whether or not Kwanzaa is a tradition.  The focus 

of the ambiguity is surrounding the number of years that Kwanzaa has been a part of our society.  Many would 

argue that practices, viewed as traditions, must exist for a minimum of one hundred years. The celebration of 

Kwanzaa is forty-four years old and more than eighteen million individuals celebrate it every year. In Louisville, 

more than one hundred thousand actively engage in the ritual. Families sojourn to various civic areas in their com-

munities or in their worship spaces throughout the metropolitan area and in the rural community to pass on posi-

tive values, strengthen family bonds and in many cases to affirm the presence of God in their lives. There is a 

mindset that there are no visible signs of religion in the celebration. This is a misconception. While Kwanzaa is a 

non-religious holiday, it is virtually inconceivable to disconnect spirituality from culture. What started out as a non

-religious holiday, is now reflecting a religious presence as more churches, Catholic and Protestant are adopting 

this holiday. Over the last three decades, evidence indicates an increase in the role of the church or places of wor-

ship of the celebration.  Christians and Muslims blend the traditions of Kwanzaa with respect to their faith. Our 

archdiocese has celebrated with the wider metropolitan and rural communities for the last twenty-eight years. I 

collaborated with a team representing the larger interfaith community to initiate this community-wide event. From 

its very conception, the multicultural community has been involved. P. Carver of the Glenn Oaks community in 

Oldham County states that ñthe community Kwanzaa vision has always been a unifying experience blending di-

verse cultures, races, and neighborhoodsò. Joyce Grady said ñthose who attend Kwanzaa leave feeling a sense of 

spiritually renewed, culturally enriched, and connected to our external family (community).  

 

An experience includes African drumming, a call from the elders to give permission to begin the festivities, 

prayer, a libation ceremony, words from a guest speaker focusing on the principle of the day, fellowship, music 

and food. All are welcomed to participate in this family tradition. This year, the Archdiocese of Louisvilleôs Office 

of Multicultural Ministry hosted the 29th Kwanzaa celebration on Wednesday, December 29th at 5:30 p.m. at  its  

Catholic Enrichment Center located at 3146 West Broadway in Louisville KY 40211. A diverse group of partici-

pants were present to share in the celebration. 

 

http://www.answers.com/topic/latin


 

The following is some statistical information on the presence of Asian and Pacific Islanders in the United States. 

  

 The diversity among the Asian population is as vast as the many tribes of Africans.  There is a challenge of minis-

tering to the Asian and Pacific Islander communities in the United Stated and this challenge is created because of 

ethnicity, language, culture, religious tradition, place of birth and arrival time in the U.S.  The first time the U.S. 

Catholic Bishops, as a body, wrote about the Asian and Pacific presence in the Church was in 2001 when they 

wrote the historic pastoral statement, Asian and Pacific Presence: Harmony in Faith. 

 

 When we speak of Asian, we are speaking of Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Vietnamese, Korean and Japanese.  Popu-

lation in the U.S. is rated in the order just listed.  The largest Pacific Islander populations in the U.S. are Guama-

nian, Samoan and Tongan.  

 

 Filipinos have the largest Catholic population in the U.S., followed by the Vietnamese, Chinese, Indian and Ko-

rean.  The majority of Asian and Pacific people in the U.S. are followers of Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam.   

 

 The top 10 dioceses with the highest number of Asians are Los Angeles, Honolulu, Brooklyn, San Jose, Oakland, 

San Francisco, Orange, Seattle, New York and Chicago.  There are nine dioceses that have formally designated 

diocesan offices/ministries for Asian and Pacific Island Catholics:  Chicago, San Bernardino, Seattle, Milwaukee, 

Buffalo, Cleveland, Dallas, Rochester and Syracuse.  There are some 48 dioceses that report having organized 

ministries with this extensive list:  Vietnamese, Korean, Filipino, Chinese, Indian, Indonesian, Hmong, Laotian, 

Tongan, Arab, Japanese, Cambodian, Samoan, Khmu, Pakistani, Burmese, Fijian, Syro-Malankara and Kananaya.  
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Asian and Pacific Presence:  Harmony in Faith, USCCB, 2001 

 

 

 

 

Asian and Pacific Presence in the Catholic Church: 

The Challenge and Celebration of Diversity 
By W. Kay Frazier 



 

As part of the Office of Multicultural Ministry, the Catholic Enrichment Center shares the responsibility of embracing 

the gifts of our communityôs diverse cultures. The Center not only seeks out diverse activities, but also seeks those to 

teach with the best knowledge of them.  Although the Center is located in the heart of an African American commu-

nity, it is open to and serves all of metro Louisville. The Catholic Enrichment Center enjoys a diverse group of col-

laborators on a number of programs and invites groups and individuals to share their many gifts. Center programs 

such as Academic Enrichment and Homework Help, Healthy Taste, African Drumming and Camp Africa Freedom 

School utilize a diverse group of instructors and provides enriching experiences for a diverse group of participants.    

 

Camp Africa Freedom School works with consultants from our Office of Multicultural Ministry to share their culture 

with our students and teachers.  Our African Consultant, Mr. Napoleon Akayezu from Rwanda shared his talents for 

African Drumming and Percussion Drums. Ms. Dixie Burns, our Belizean Consultant, again shared her talents of In-

terpretive Dance with the students.  Books from our reading list identified diverse titles including those speaking to 

the Haitian, Asian, rural and deaf cultures. Mr. Zhengquing (or Cheng), a math tutor, shared his language and some of 

his culture.  He has been known to bring a Chinese snack or recipe to share.    

 

Our Healthy Taste program is led by African American female health educators.  These women share information on 

how to eat healthy food that tastes good, utilizing healthy ingredients and cooking methods.  The class has been ex-

panded to include a variety of exercise styles.   

 

The Bellarmine University Physical Therapy Program recently initiated a relationship with the Catholic Enrichment 

Center through a community service project.  This project is a pro-bono physical therapy clinic where Doctor of 

Physical Therapy students, under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist, provide care to patients. Four 

doctoral students in the Bellarmine University Physical Therapy Program perform one-on-one evaluation and treat-

ments to volunteer clients.  The Physical Therapy Health Clinic hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays in the fall and 

spring semesters according to Bellarmine Universityôs academic calendar. 
 

The Catholic Enrichment Center embraces diversity with open arms and an open mind.  It is through the gifts and tal-

ents of a diverse group of people that we can best serve our metro Louisville community at large.    

 
Catholic Enrichment Center Embracing Diversity 

By Audrey Penman 

 



 

As youth move through the developmental stages of their 

lives, they feel that theyôve reached a point of maturity 

where they can make decisions for themselves. When I 

was in my late teens, I, like so many others reached that 

point also. I honestly felt like I was able to make my own 

decisions. One of the major decisions that I made was to 

drop out of church. I am sure that I did not perceive the 

action of becoming inactive as a conscious decision. The 

reality for me at that time that lead to my dropping out of 

church was due to the fact that I was not being fed as a 

young African American. Prior to becoming inactive, I 

attended church regularly. I was reared with the notion 

that you had to attend mass every Sunday. I, like so many 

others, went because of parental force or out of obliga-

tion. Most of my time in church was spent daydreaming. The clergy delivering the message was unaware of my ex-

periences as an African American and therefore was unable to reach me. I was spiritually dying as a young African 

American Catholic. I have come to realize how important it is for those working with diverse cultures not only to 

learn the language but to also understand the culture. There is a feeling of joy when you can truly connect with those 

that you are worshipping with. There is a proverb that states: familiarity brings forth understanding which leads 

growthò.  

 

As a child, I always believed that church was for adults because the youth and the young adults played no major role 

in the liturgy. It was always the same people doing everything. It is important to understand that the church is made 

up of many people and that they want to be a part of the experience as well. Another reason for my inactive role in the 

church was because I did not feel needed or even valued. There were very few youth activities, no young adult pro-

grams and nothing Africentric. Church only existed for Sunday worship. It is extremely important and essential for 

the church to meet the needs of the people of all ages and cultures by offering programs and activities outside of Sun-

day worship. More versatile activities presented to the congregation leads to more spirit-filled, active members.  

 

ñWho among you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 

and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, óRejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep, which was lost!ôéò (Luke 15:4-6) Similar to the experience of the lost sheep, at 22 years of age I 

was spiritually lost, roaming aimlessly and going nowhere. My spirit was hungry. I was often invited to visit other 

Christian churches, but I didnôt feel at home. I was a fifth generation Catholic, my experiences were Catholic and the 

way that I lived reflected a Catholic life style. I felt then as I do today, that my church should be feeding me. I should 

not have to leave my home. Though we are one church, we all have different needs and I was determined to find the 

Catholic church that met my needs. As luck would have it, I was invited to attend mass at St. Martin de Porres, an Af-

rican American Catholic church in the West end of Louisville. It was there that I found and experienced the worship 

style that I had been searching for. It was there that my spiritual needs as an African American young adult were be-

ing met. It was there that my cultural needs both as a Catholic and as a race were being met. After being inactive for 

five years, I knew that I had found my new house of worship. It comforted me to know that the Pastoral Administra-

tor, Deacon James Turner, knew my experience and it excited me that his words nourished my spirit. I was lost but 

now am found. 

 

ñRECONNECTINGò 
By Venus D. Ludlow 



In recent years we have seen a growing Hispanic population in the state of Kentucky, some are Catholic migrants  

and others are Catholic immigrants who come from different countries. Both have the same purpose, the search for 

new employment. Hispanic Catholics are people of faith that are hoping to be accepted as part of the community in  

the life of the church. They are people willing to help by sharing their gifts and talents in the various ministries of  

the church. They want to make their traditions known and grow in the knowledge of our faith. 

 

What is the Church's position on welcoming and embracing Hispanic Catholics? Before answering, let us pause a  

moment and analyze the following quotes, "I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink, a stranger 

and you welcomed me" (Mt 25:35). 

 

Pope Benedict noted in his message for World Refugee Day 2006, that "... those who must leave everything, some-

times even family, to escape serious difficulties and dangers ... [must find] the Church as a homeland where no one  

is a stranger." We can conclude that the Church is in favor of welcoming and embracing Hispanic Catholics. It is an  

act of love toward God and neighbor. They are children of God that form the body of Christ and want to work for  

the kingdom of God on earth. The contribution of Hispanic Catholics enriches the life of the Church and our  

cultural diversity. 

 

Welcoming and embracing Hispanic Catholics is of interest to the Archdiocese of Louisville. In fact, this point is one 

of the objectives of the Archdiocesan Strategic Plan. Giving a warm welcome and embracing the Hispanic Catholics  

is to witness the unity of the children of God and the universality of the Catholic Church. 

En los últimos años hemos visto un crecimiento de la población hispana en el estado de Kentucky, algunos son mi-

grantes católicos  y otros son inmigrantes católicos que vienen de diferentes países. Ambos tienen la misma finalidad, 

la búsqueda de nuevos sectores laborales. Los hispanos católicos son personas de fe que esperan ser aceptadas como 

parte de la comunidad en la vida de la iglesia. Son personas dispuestas a ayudar compartiendo sus dones y talentos en 

los diferentes ministerios. Al mismo tiempo quieren dar a conocer sus tradiciones y crecer en el conocimiento de nues-

tra fe. 

 

Ante esta situación, ¿Cuál es la postura de la Iglesia acerca de dar la bienvenida y el acogimiento de los hispanos cató-

licos? Antes de responder, detengámonos un momento y analicemos las siguientes citas, "Porque estuve hambriento y 

me dieron de comer, sediento y me dieron de beber, era forastero y me hospedaron" (Mt 25:35).  

 

el papa Benedicto observ· en su mensaje por el D²a Mundial del Refugiado 2006, que "équien tiene que dejarlo todo, 

a veces incluso la familia, para escapar ante graves dificultades y peligrosé [debe encontrar a] la Iglesia como una 

patria en la que nadie es extranjero". Podemos concluir que la Iglesia está a favor de dar la bienvenida y el acogimien-

to de los hispanos católicos. Es un acto de amor hacia Dios y hacia el prójimo. Son hijos de Dios que forman parte del 

cuerpo de Cristo y que desean trabajar por el reino de Dios en la tierra. El aporte de los hispanos católicos representa 

un enriquecimiento a la vida de la Iglesia y a nuestra gran diversidad cultural.   

 

Dar la bienvenida y el acogimiento de los hispanos católicos es de interés para la Arquidiócesis de Louisville. De 

hecho, este punto es uno de los objetivos del Plan Estratégico Arquidiocesano. Dar una cálida bienvenida y acoger a 

los hispanos católicos es presenciar la unidad de los hijos de Dios y la universalidad de la Iglesia Católica.  

 
Welcoming and Embracing the Hispanic Catholics Into the Life of the Church 

By Eva Gonzalez 

 
 

Bienvenida y Acogimiento de los Hispanos Católicos en la Vida de la Iglesia 

Por Eva Gonzalez 



 ñWe Continue to Have Many Aspirations: In Unity We Advanceò. This was the theme under which the 

Garinagu of Louisville, KY and their friends from other cities celebrated the anniversary of the arrival of the 

Garinagu to the coast of Central America. Every year around the middle of November, the Garinagu in Louisville 

commemorate the arrival of their forefathers to the coast of Belize. They are the descendants of Red Caribs, 

Arawaks and Africans who intermingled on the islands of the lesser Antilles ( i.e. St. Vincent and Dominica) in the 

16 and 1700ôs. In their resistance against slavery, the Garinagu were expelled from these islands in the 1700ôs by the 

British and French and were left to settle on the coast of Central America including Belize, Guatemala, Nicaragua 

and Honduras.  

 Today, the Garinagu of Belize annually commemorate their arrival to the coast with a gigantic celebration in 

November. The Garinagu of Louisville have brought this celebration with them and it is filled with plenty of 

drumming, singing, dancing, worshiping and eating. This year the celebration was held at St. Martin de Porres 

Church starting with a Mass and a parade immediately followed to the Thea Bowman Hall located in the Catholic 

Enrichment Center. After the parade, a reception was held which included singing, dancing and eating food, all from 

the Garifuna culture. This celebration was enhanced by the presence of a large delegation of Garinagu from 

Chicago, IL. They assisted with portions of the Mass, preparation of the food and the entertainment including 

singing and dancing. We look forward to enjoying the richest of the Garifuna culture next year and many years to 

come. ñGibi Memegili Wayumaha: Lidanba uwarani 

wawanseraò translated means ñWe Continue to Have 

Many Aspirations: In Unity We Advanceò.  

 

Garifuna Celebration : 

A Celebration of Culture & History  

By Paulette Flores 


